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AUTISM AMBASSADORS:: Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post (left) joins Brexton (second from left) and Brooklyn Higgins (centre), who are this
year’s Dufferin Autism Walk ambassadors. They’re holding up framed copies of the 2026 Autism Awareness Day proclamation desig-
nating Autism Awareness Day in the Town of Orangeville on April 2. Also standing beside them is Councillor Joe Andrews (second from
right) and Councillor Debbie Sherwood (right), inside council chambers at Orangeville Town Hall.

Autism Awareness Day flags raised across Dufferin
County ahead of 10th annual fundraising walk

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Several town hall buildings throughout
Dufferin County recently held flag raisings
to recognize Autism Awareness Day on
April 2.

Among them was the Town of Oran-
geville. Mayor Lisa Post was joined by
members of council, supporters, and advo-
cates for a flag-raising and the reading of a
proclamation declaring April 2 as Autism
Awareness Day in Orangeville.

Despite the rain, which moved the event
indoors to the city hall, dozens came out in
a strong show of community support.

Mayor Post said it is an important goal
for the town to remain an inclusive space
that recognizes the autism community.

“The autism community is a very strong
one in Orangeville and is continuing to
grow,” she said. “It’s really important that
any of the individuals in our community
and their families who are living with ASD
or supporting people with ASD know that
the Town of Orangeville is an inclusive and
safe space.”

“We’re constantly trying to improve our
methods of doing things to make sure that
it stays inclusive and accessible.”

In addition to Orangeville, town halls

in Shelburne, Melancthon, Amaranth, and
Caledon East also had Autism Awareness
Day flag raisings on April 2. Local not-for-
profit organization, Dufferin Child and
Family Services, held one as well.

The Town of Orangeville’s proclamation
was closely tied to the locally run Autism
Walk, hosted by the Dufferin Autism Com-
mittee.

The group is preparing to mark the 10-
year anniversary of its annual autism walk,
a community event that has become a cor-
nerstone of local efforts to promote inclu-
sion, awareness, and support for individu-
als with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
and their families.

“The group has been doing the walk an-
nually for years,” Mayor Post said. “We’ve
been recognizing it at town hall for years;
it’s such an important proclamation that we
do every year.”

Shelburne resident Karrie Daponte, who's
the organizer behind the Autism Walk, said
that the committee’s primary goal is to pro-
vide critical support to individuals with
ASD and their families.

“What we do is we support ASD individ-
uals and their families through the whole
process,” she said. “Right from diagnosis
to getting funding applications filled out.
We promote a lot of events, too. We'll go
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to birthdays, school meetings, you know,
really spreading awareness and increasing
awareness, education and acceptance.”

Daponte said that they are grateful for
the town’s continued support year after
year, especially with their recent decision
to reorganize into a fully independent char-
ity.

“While this will be our 10-year Anniversa-
ry, it’s actually our second year on our own,
because we're no longer connected to an-
other charity,” Daponte said, “That way the
money fundraised here can stay locally in
Dufferin County, which is really important
for us.”

As in previous years, Daponte said they
have annual ambassadors who will lead the
upcoming Autism Walk.

“Today we also announced the ambas-
sadors of the 2026 Autism Walk,” she said.
“It’s our first sibling duo, actually. Brooklyn
and Brexton Higgins. They both live with
autism, one is an adult, and one is a child.”

The flag raising and proclamation were
a strong signal of ongoing local support
for the autism community in Orangeville
and beyond, and with an upcoming Autism
Walk on Sept. 27, there is hope for consis-
tent turnout from last year’s walk.

For more information on the walk, go to
facebook.com/groups/778434011234056.

88 First St. Unit #4A, Orangeville
519-942-8171 focusondecorating.ca
©2025 Benjamin Moore & Co. Ltd. Benjamin Moore and the triangle M
symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co. Limited.
All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Offer valid at Focus On Decorating location only and can be terminated
at any time. See in store for details.

ECO Lawn Caré |

SERVING ORANGEVILLE & AREA
FOR 25 YEARS

USE ORGANICS - A NATURAL APPROACH

Fertilizing e Weed Management
Insect Control e Aeration e Overseeding
Soil Conditioner o Dethatching

Call for your FREE Quote
519-942-0202
or email: rdmajkot@sympatico.ca
PROUDLY A LOCAL, CANADIAN COMPANY

Complete Auto;Service

519-940-8521
324 Broadway, Orangeville

*Offer valid until April 30, 2026. Taxes extra.
o on o o o e e ww

9 0 A, Mono, O

HERTIBUME] %

24/7

EMERGENCY
SERVICE




ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN | APRIL 9, 2026

. Ma rk's A proud Canadian retailer since 1977. %

Can’t Miss

pring Event

On now: April 9 - 22, 2026

Door Crasher . ‘ : - A _ -$:~‘Columbia >< DHEEYVEESR

9 ’ Men’s
Women’s, Men's Denver Hayes
+ Kids’ WindRiver i . Comfort Dry
Downpour Il - Columbia Polos
Jackets + Pants 4 ' _ Outdoor Fleece
- Save
Save o
50°. 60%
o
Style shown:
Hyper-Dri® HD3: Styles shown: Our reg. $39.99

Waterproof/breathable. i m— ids’ styles available at limited Our reg. $59.99
Our best water protection. : 3 locations ang on marks.com ¥ Sale $29.99

DENVER
>< HAYES

Sale $15.99

DENVER
/ HAYES

5 It\lden’s Women'’s
enver Hayes 3) !
Doy Y ¢ ) 3 Women’s + Men’s Denver Hayes
(ALl nnle] 185 - | - T-Shirt Dresses
TechFleece B A . Helly Hansen

S A = *'Casual Clothing Save

aove - N NERh 1 + Jackets o/
| 30% 60%
« FRESHTECH® ' - Styles sh g )
« Comfort Dry Fabric 1 Ourreg. $64Y9e95—s$609\?,9ng L : ‘ l*-- Ol vz i
« 4-Way Strefch ; : Sale $45.49-$48.99 i > Sale $19.99

r

Door Crasher DENVER | DoorCrasher | =g DENVER | Door Crasher DENVER

/ HAYES : '~. 1 ) / HAYES / HAYES

1
17
Women's

Women'’s Denver Hayes Women'’s
Denver Hayes Pants, Crops Denver Hayes
Sweaters + Shorts Fitted T-Shirts
Save Save Save

507% 407 407
o o f o
Styles shown: Styles shown: i/ Styles shown:

¥ Ourreg. $24.99-$29.99

Ourreg. $44.99
Sale $14.99-$17.99

Sale $22.49

Our reg. $49.99-$59.99
Sale $29.99-$35.99

Door Crasher DENVER
/ HAYES
Copper Sole”

NI i A

e

S S o TR BT ]

’s Timberland

Men’s
] : il 1 sual Clothing Denver Hayes Copper Sole
R H ‘ +Jackets Sweaters Socks
! " | Save Save Save

25%

Styles shown: Styles shown:
Our reg. $49.99 : Ourreg. $21.99
Sale $24.99 Sale $16.49

50%

- 25%

Style shown:
Our reg. $90
Sale $67.50

[T

Door Crasher @ Wmdﬂw%

WindRiver

Women'’s Rain Boots

Puma, Asics +

adidas Shoes S - | . 403007:

Save

25%

Styles shown:
Our reg. $94.99-$119.99

Sale $71.24-$89.99
1012B836-402, 402593-01, KI6728

Styles shown:
Our reg. $49.99-$119.99
Sale $29.99-$71.99
5DQHWRAB24-6001,
5DQHWRAS26-8010,
5CPGWRAS26-8080,
5CPGWRAS7130

Prices in effect April 9-22, 2026 or while quantities last. Product availability, pricing, colour, selection and brands may vary by location. Regular prices shown are those at which the items have been
sold by Mark’s Work Wearhouse Ltd. Franchisees may sell for less. Product and offers in this flyer may not be available at all locations. See in-store for location availability. Typographical, illustrative

or pricing errors may occur. We reserve the right to correct any errors. To find the Mark’s nearest you and for other inquiries, call 1-866-339-1626 or visit marks.com. Registered trademarks of Mark’s
Work Wearhouse Ltd. and all other trademarks are the property of their respective owner(s). The lifestyle inages presented in this advertisement may not be available.

53 Fourth Avenue, Orangeville
519-942-1003




ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN | APRIL 9, 2026 A3

Bethell Hospice kicks off fundraising for 16th Annual Hike for Hospice

Written By RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Bethell Hospice is gearing up for its an-
nual Hike for Hospice, with an early-bird
draw and prizes galore.

Bethell Hospice’s annual Hike brings
the community out to celebrate and sup-
port the hospice and all the work it does
throughout the year.

The Hike is part of the foundation’s year-
round efforts to raise funds and ensure that
the hospice care and community programs
Bethell Hospice provides remain free to
residents of Caledon and surrounding com-
munities.

As they enter their 16th year of the Hike,
they’ve already raised over $80,000, with
their overall goal of $255,000.

The Hike will take place on Sunday, May
3, to coincide with the beginning of Nation-
al Hospice and Palliative Care Week.

The event will take place at Lloyd Wilson
Centennial Arena, 1551 McLaughlin Rd, in
Inglewood, starting at 8 a.m.

There is no cost to register; however,
Bethell Hospice asks that each participant
pre-register for the event and encourages
everyone to take part in the fundraising
fun.

Kelly Stronach, Associate Director of
Marketing and Communications with
Bethell Hospice, says there are already 33
teams registered, and with this year’s ear-
ly-bird draw, she noticed many returning
names, as well as many brand-new teams.

This year, Stronach adds that many new
and exciting things are coming to the Hike,
such as Stones with a Story, where hikers
are invited to paint or decorate a stone

Bethell Hospice

WERE WHEN YOU NEED

.
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TOP TEAM: Members of the Boardwalkers Team gathered for a photo at the launch event. The Boardwalkers Team is currently among the
top fundraisers for the 16th Annual Hike for Hospice.

with their own saying or an inspirational
quote, and then place it at the beginning of
the Hike for others to see as they walk by.

On your return, you can collect your
stone and take it home.

This year brings lots of fun for kids, with
a new addition: face painting and other ac-
tivities for all to enjoy.

Also, this year will be a marketplace,
where people can browse items such as tea
towels, aprons, jewelry, and more.

Returning is their Butterfly Wall, where
attendees can personalize their own but-
terfly with a message or colour, either tak-
ing it with them or leaving it for Bethell
Hospice’s annual butterfly display for grief
and bereavement.

Also returning this year are the beloved

pet Kkits for hikers to bring their dogs on the
Hike.

Stronach laughs that there were proba-
bly over 70 dogs at last year’s event.

Food-wise, hikers can expect a wide va-
riety, including Tim Hortons, fresh fruit,
veggie burgers, regular burgers from Har-
vey’s, pancakes, and brand new this year:
ice cream.

Stronach says that not only is the Hike
a fun time, but it also provides space for
people who have had a family member or
loved one at the hospice to meet other fam-
ilies they may have known there.

“It’s a day to remember loved ones and to
hike in memory of them. I always look for-
ward to hearing stories about family and
friends who were residents and the care

they received at Bethell Hospice,” says
Stronach.

For this year’s Hike, she reminds every-
one to show up early to secure a parking
space, register in advance to save time in
the long run, and check out all the available
activities.

This year’s Hike is presented by Caledon
Build.

The current top three fundraising teams
at press time were Helpers with a Heart,
Boardwalkers, and Walking on Sunshine,
together raising over $28,000 and climbing.

Registration can be done up to the day
of the event, but it’s better to be safe and
register early!

To register your team, visit bhf.akaraisin.
com/ui/hikeforbethellhospice2026.

Dufferin County seeks resident feedback on regional transit prioritis

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Residents across Bruce, Dufferin, Grey,
and Wellington Counties are invited to
share more feedback on the Joint Regional
Transit Study and share their thoughts on
early findings of the study. The short sur-
vey, available until April 14, will help ex-
plore how to better connect and move resi-
dents across all four counties.

Transit needs are growing across ru-
ral communities in the region. Population
growth, aging demographics, and rising
costs can create demand for mo43 trans-
portation options. The Regional Transit
Study is assessing whether a unified transit
network is feasible, with the goal of mak-
ing travel easier for passengers, identifying
efficiencies through collaboration, and ex-

panding transit service to areas with limit-
ed transportation options.

The first round of engagement revealed
opportunities now being explored further:

e Transit corridors connecting settle-
ments and key destinations across all four
counties, with services running at least
three to four times daily.

e Expanded on-demand service through
SMART to communities not currently
served, including residents who do not
qualify for specialized transit.

e Integration with existing transit sys-
tems, including GO Transit, Owen Sound
Transit, Guelph Transit, Colltrans, Simcoe
LINX, Orangeville Transit, and Ride Well, to
allow for seamless travel beyond the four
counties.

e Private-sector partnerships with taxis

and ridesharing providers to help riders
more easily connect to fixed-route transit.

The follow-up survey asks residents to
confirm whether these priorities reflect
their communities’ needs. Results will in-
form the recommended plan, which will be
presented to County Councils in May 2026.

The survey is available online at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/Round2-Com-
munityEngagementuntil April 14. For more
information about the Regional Transit
Study, visit grey.ca/regional-transit.

Paper copies of the survey are avail-
able at the Dufferin County administration
building (565 Zina St, Orangeville) or Edel-
brock Centre (30 Centre St, Orangeville).

The Regional Transit Study is receiving
funding from the Province of Ontario and
the federal Rural Transit Solutions Fund.
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This open house is an early opportunity to:
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Help Shape the Future of Dufferin County!
Dufferin County is updating its Official Plan, and we want to hear from you.

An Official Plan is a long-term plan that guides how Dufferin County and its communities grow
and change by helping to decide things like where housing, jobs, and infrastructure go, and how
we protect farmland, address climate change, and build great communities.

Join us for a kickoff open house to learn about the project, share your ideas, and help identify
what's working well, and where changes may be needed. This Official Plan update will focus on:

e Updating maps and policies that protect natural areas
e Looking at how much land is needed to support future growth in local communities
e Making general updates to keep the Plan current and in line with provincial rules

e Learn how the County is planning for growth and change
e Share your thoughts on key issues and priorities
e Help shape the direction of the Official Plan update

Whether you live, work, or run a business in Dufferin, your input is important! Join us on:
April 23" starting at 6 pm at the Dufferin County Administration Office Atrium, 55 Zina
Can't make it to the open house? There will be more opportunities to get involved as the project

continues. For more information on the project and how you can participate, please visit the
project webpage at: https://joinindufferin.com/official-plan-amendment-five
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Mono council keeps diligent eye on municipal water systems

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

Mono residents can drink with confidence
in the integrity of their municipal water sys-
tems.

Data is collected and compiled each year
to ensure the Cardinal Woods and Island
Lake Drinking Water Systems, which supply
Mono households, meet provincial require-
ments.

Such reports serve as valuable reference
materials, providing a wide range of operat-
ing, testing, maintenance, and compliance
information and playing a key role in the
municipality’s regulatory compliance and
public awareness.

Those annual reports provide a basic de-
scription of the water systems, a summa-
ry of any adverse water quality incidents

(AWQIs) that occurred during the reporting
period, and a summary of the water quality
testing results.

“The results of the required water quali-
ty testing continue to indicate that both of
Mono’s drinking water systems remain in
good quality and consistently meet both the
microbiological and chemical-related stan-
dards,” according to a report to council.

Matt Doner, the town’s public works di-
rector, said any non-compliance issues are
promptly corrected.

Both water systems operate independent-
ly and are supplied by deep aquifer wells.
Deputy Mayor Fred Nix said he was annoyed
that there were four non-compliance issues
cited in the report with a Coles Well and one
with the Island Lake system.

“These are very small, minor non-compli-

ance issues like a piece of paper wasn’'t on
the wall where it should've been,” Nix said.

Though it isn’t a health issue, sodium lev-
els in the Cardinal Woods wells continue to
climb, and that trend is concerning, he said.

Nix attributed the sodium increase to the
road salt Dufferin County spreads on Coun-
ty Road 16 during the winter.

“I wish we could do something about it,”
he said.

Councillor Ralph Manktelow, a retired
physician, raised the issue of increasing
arsenic levels. Natural arsenic is found in
groundwater, and he said town staff have
been mindful of it.

Doner said the wells cited are particularly
deep aquifer wells and, as such, unpredict-
able concerning arsenic.

“They fluctuate,” Doner said of the arse-

nic levels. “They were up even higher years
ago.”

“I'm so pleased to see that we handle wa-
ter in such a serious manner,” Manktelow
said.

“We don’t downplay these types of things
no matter how small they are,” Doner said.

‘For the Love of Butter Tarts’ Festival to feature over 80 vendors at Alder Arena

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The sweet scent of butter tarts will once
again fill the Alder Street Arena as the annu-
al Orangeville Butter Tart Festival returns on
April 25.

Back for another year in Orangeville, “For
the Love of Butter Tarts” Festival will feature
locally made desserts, hot sauces and more.
Running from 10 am. to 4 p.m. The fami-
ly-friendly event is shaping up to be bigger
and better than last year, with organizers ex-
pecting strong community turnout and brisk
business for local vendors.

Organizer Jackie Psutka said that this
year’s festival will feature dozens of vendors,
anchored by a wide range of butter tart bak-
ers offering everything from traditional fla-

vours to highly creative twists on the classic
Canadian treat.

“We're going to have over 80 vendors with
a mix of the butter tart vendors and other
marketplace vendors with their spring decor,
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, those kinds of gift
ideas, and more,” she said. “We’re gonna have
some hot sauce vendors again this year, as
they were pretty popular alongside the tarts.”

Psutka continued by emphasizing that, de-
spite the large number of vendors, guests can
expect a wide variety of tarts, as vendors are
looking to step up their game.

“It’s no longer just raisin or pecan... people
[at] these bakeries are getting really creative
with what they put on them, and people love
the variety,” she said.

Psutka said the festival will keep last year’s
layout, making only minor adjustments to ac-

commodate the increase in vendors. The fes-
tival will again emphasize a local focus, with
bakers and makers travelling from communi-
ties across the region, including Orangeville,
Shelburne, Wasaga Beach, and the Greater
Toronto Area.

The event is designed as a full afternoon
outing for families and friends. In addition
to shopping and snacking, visitors can enjoy
live music from Elmira-based musician Jesse
Webber, as well as children’s games, balloon
art, and craft-style table activities that en-
courage people to sit, relax, and socialize.

Admission is $6, but Psutka said that a $1
discount is offered to attendees who bring a
non-perishable food donation for the Oran-
geville Food Bank. Last year’s festival gen-
erated food donations for local families in
need, and she hopes to build on that success

again this year.

With vendors expected to sell out as they
did last year, residents are encouraged to
arrive early for the best selection and to ex-
perience one of Orangeville’s most popular
community events.

“The For the Love of Butter Tarts Festival’
is one of the sweetest days of the year —
bringing together amazing vendors, delicious
treats, and our community,” Psutka said.
“We're so excited to see everyone there!”

Three people charged

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) re-
moved three impaired drivers from local road-
ways during the Easter long weekend.

On April 3, at approximately 11:07 p.m., Duf-

with impaired driving in Dufferin County over Easter long weekend

ferin OPP officers responded to a report of a
possible impaired driver in the area of High-
way 10 and County Road 10 in Mono.

A short time later, officers located the ve-

A story that ran on Page A7 of the Or-
angeville Citizen (April 2 edition) with the
headline “Demonstration held in down-
town Orangeville opposing provincial
decisions” had incorrect information.
The story stated Shannon Lee was at the
demonstration, with other protesters,
because Doug Ford gave them the agen-
cy to organize. Lee was actually there to

Correction

protest several grievances against the
Ford government. She and other protest-
ers opposed the government’s proposed
changes to the Freedom of Information
Act, decisions relating to healthcare, the
environment, social services for people
with autism, against the privatization of
water systems, and against corruption.
The Citizen regrets the error.
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hicle of interest and conducted a traffic stop.
Following their interaction with the driver,
officers initiated an impaired driving investi-
gation.

As a result of the investigation, Kobiraj
Thangarajah, 38, from Dundalk, has been
charged with operation while impaired - blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus).

On April 4, at approximately 5:44 a.m., Duf-
ferin OPP officers responded to a report of a
single motor vehicle collision in the area of
Highway 9, just east of Highway 10 in Mono.

Upon arrival, officers spoke with the vehi-
cle’s driver. Following their interaction, offi-
cers initiated an impaired driving investigation.

As a result of the investigation, Elizabeth
Obeng, 39, from Hamilton, has been charged

THEATRE

ORANGEVILLE

with operation while impaired - blood alcohol
concentration (80 plus) and operation while
impaired - alcohol.

Later that day, at approximately 8:54 p.m.,
Dufferin OPP officers were conducting a RIDE
(Reduce Impaired Driving Everywhere) pro-
gram on County Road 21 in Mulmur.

During the program, officers stopped a vehi-
cle and spoke with the driver. Following their
interaction, officers initiated an impaired driv-
ing investigation.

As a result of the investigation, Chayse Mc-
Callum, 27, from Shelburne, has been charged
with operation while impaired - blood alcohol
concentration (80 plus).

None of the listed charges has been proven

Ayl
a%ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ

A MADCAP COMEDY

CALL 519.942.3423 OR
WWW.THEATREORANGEVILLE.CA




LS

STOCK PHOTO

SEAT BELT SAFETY: In Ontario, seat belts have saved over 9,000 lives since the province’s
first seat belt law was enacted 50 years ago. Dufferin OPP officers conducted an Easter
long weekend seat belt campaign and placed 260 charges.

Lack of seat belts remains leading
cause of preventable road deaths

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

The primary safety feature in any automo-
bile — seat belts — has been mandatory for
50 years.

Ontario enacted its first seat belt law on
Jan. 1, 1976, setting penalties for drivers and
passengers who refused to buckle up.

It was one of the first jurisdictions in
North America to pass a seat belt law, and
since its enactment, the Government of On-
tario estimates that over 9,000 lives have
been saved in the province.

Despite the success of seat belt enforce-
ment in the decades following the first seat
belt law, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
reports that nearly one in four road fatalities
involve someone not wearing a seat belt.

“Dealing with dozens of deaths linked to
lack of seat belt use every year, the OPP
recognizes that what makes these incidents
even more tragic for the surviving families
is learning that their loved one made the
choice to not wear their seat belt before
heading out on the road,” the OPP stated.

During the Easter long weekend, OPP of-
ficers conducted a province-wide seat belt
campaign, with the goal of ensuring all driv-
ers and passengers are buckling up. This
includes ensuring all children are properly
secured in an appropriate child car seat,
booster seat, or seat belt for their weight,
height, and age.

In total, 260 charges were laid during Duf-
ferin OPP’s Easter long weekend seat belt
campaign, with 26 seat belt charges, 116
speeding charges, three distracted driving
charges, five stunt driving charges, and five
impaired driving charges. There was also
105 charges issues for other miscellaneous
offences.

“Too many lives are lost to something
entirely preventable. Buckling up takes
seconds, but it can mean the difference be-
tween making it home or not. Seat belts save
lives, it is that simple,” said Ontario Solicitor
General Michael Kerzner.

“I want to thank the OPP for their con-
tinued leadership in education and enforce-
ment, especially during [the recent] busy
long weekend, helping keep families safe on
roads and highways across Ontario.”

During a collision, the threat of serious in-
jury or death rises steeply when a person is
thrown into a rapidly opening frontal air bag
without a seat belt strapping them in place.

The OPP laid 13,560 seat belt charges
in 2025. Failure to wear a seat belt carries
a fine of $200 to $1,000 and two demerit
points, which remain on your driving record
for 2 years.

“In 2025, the OPP responded to 41 road
fatalities in which lack of seat belt use was
either the cause or a contributing factor. At
any time, you can become involved in a col-
lision caused by another driver. The single
most important thing you can do to protect
yourself during a crash is to ensure you and
all other vehicle occupants are properly
buckled in,” said OPP Commissioner Thom-
as Carrique.

Within Ontario, people involved in colli-
sions are 36 times more likely to die when
not wearing a seat belt, according to the pro-
vincial Ministry of Transportation.

“Wearing a seat belt takes only a few sec-
onds, but it can save your life and your fami-
ly’s,” said Prabmeet Sarkaria, Ontario Minis-
ter of Transportation.

“Help protect Ontario by buckling up and
making sure every passenger is properly se-
cured before every trip.”

Mono revisits ATV use on municipal roads

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

Mono’s mayor has raised the issue of off-
road vehicle use on municipal roads.

Mono council previously decided to pro-
hibit all-terrain vehicles and other similar
conveyances from driving on municipal
roads. But such a prohibition cannot prac-
tically be enforced by the town’s bylaw en-
forcement officers as they are not allowed to
stop moving vehicles.

The OPP enforces the Highway Traffic Act,
which ensures the safe operation of motor
vehicles, including ATVs. And some neigh-
bouring rural municipalities permit ATVs on
their roadways without major issues.

The legislation mandates that ATV rid-
ers wear helmets and that insurance be re-
quired.

Mayor John Creelman proposed that a by-
law be drafted and presented to council per-
mitting ATV operation on Mono roads.

“In supporting this motion youre not
making a final determination,” he said.

Creelman gave notice of the motion during
a council meeting in March. He said he’s spo-
ken with a number of Dufferin County may-
ors about off-road vehicle use within munic-
ipalities, and they voiced no complaints.

[ 2 '_ - 1

“It doesn’t approve them (off-road vehi-
cles),” Creelman said. “It simply asks that a
bylaw be drafted and presented to council
permitting ATV operation on Mono roads.”

Creelman said he and former mayor, the
late Laura Ryan, wondered whether there
should be an allowance or “cutout” for farm-
ers riding from one property to another.

“That never really got addressed,” he said.
“We simply decided we weren’t going to al-
low it.”

Councillor Elaine Capes questioned the
necessity of such a bylaw when the town has
SO many more pressing priorities.

“Why now?” she asked.

“The weather is getting better and a num-
ber of people have asked me if I would spon-
sor such a motion,” Creelman said.

Capes asked town staff to give the ATV
bylaw a low priority on the list of council’s
unfinished business.

Two people charged in drug, firearm seizure

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers laid drug and firearm related charges
while conducting a traffic stop in Mono.

After receiving reports of a possible im-
paired driver, officers located a vehicle
matching the reports description on Highway
10, at its intersection with Highway 89, just
after 8 p.m. on April 1.

Officers conducted a traffic stop on the
vehicle and say they saw the driver had ac-
cess to open alcohol. A search of the vehi-
cle followed, and as a result, officers seized
cocaine, a ball bearing firearm, Canadian
currency, and drug paraphernalia consistent
with trafficking.

Tucker Cameron, 19, of Owen Sound, has
been charged with:

e Adult Failure to comply with Probation
Order

e Adult Possession of a Schedule I sub-
stance for the purpose of Trafficking- Co-
caine

e Adult Possession of Weapon for Danger-
ous Purpose

e Adult Possession of proceeds of property
obtained by crime

Alex Macauley, 25, of Shallow Lake, has
been charged with:

e Adult Possession of a Schedule I sub-
stance for the purpose of Trafficking- Cocaine

e Adult Possession of Weapon for Danger-
ous Purpose

The accused individuals are scheduled to
appear before the Ontario Court of Justice in
Orangeville, to answer to the charges.

None of the listed charges have been prov-
en in court.

Anyone with information regarding this
investigation or any other criminal activity
is asked to contact Dufferin OPP at 1-888-
310-1122 or Crime Stoppers to remain anony-
mous at 1-800-222-TTPS (8477).

Information can also be submitted online
at ontariocrimestoppers.ca.
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Older adults to share over 600 hours of wisdom

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Headwaters Communities in Action, a lo-
cal charitable community development or-
ganization, has been training, recruiting, and
coordinating with senior volunteers over the
last year, who will soon be active in class-
rooms across Dufferin County.

Nearly 40 older adults in the region have
been trained to serve as mentors, storytell-
ers and leaders at local schools through the
GrandPals Program. HCIA received $24,295
in funding from the Government of Can-
ada’s New Horizons for Seniors Program
to prepare the senior volunteers through
multi-session orientation cohorts in Mono,
Orangeville, and Erin.

Experienced GrandPals David Proctor,
Hazel Mason, and Glenda Reilly held the
orientation sessions, which volunteers de-
scribed as reflective, engaging, and reward-
ing.

“Even though I have done this program
before, I found myself reflecting on stories
and experiences I had not thought of be-
fore,” said one returning participant of the
GrandPals Program.

While the orientation phase supports se-
niors in revisiting formative experiences
and preparing to share them confidently
with students, it also builds peer connec-
tions among volunteers. This strengthens a
sense of community even before classroom
sessions begin.

Six classrooms in Dufferin will participate
in the GrandPals Program. They include
Erin Public School, Princess Elizabeth Pub-
lic School, East Garafraxa Public School,
and By Design Learning. Vetting, scheduling,
and logistical preparation have been com-
pleted to ensure that structured classroom
sessions can proceed this spring.

“This funding has allowed us to build
strong foundations for intergenerational

engagement in our region. GrandPals high-
lights the leadership and generosity of older
adults while giving students the opportuni-
ty to learn directly from lived experience.
When generations remain connected and en-
gaged with one another, communities grow
stronger and more resilient,” said HCIA Ex-
ecutive Director Jennifer Payne.

The GrandPals Program looks to strength-
en intergenerational engagement and rein-
force the vital role seniors play in commu-
nity life.

“Collectively, the 39 trained GrandPals
will have contributed more than 600 hours
of volunteer service over the course of this
program cycle. Students in Grades 5 to 8
will engage in weekly storytelling sessions
centered on themes such as home, family,
work, travel, and learning, culminating in a
celebration showcasing student writing and
artwork inspired by the life stories shared,”
reads a press release from HCIA.

HCIA has noted that the federal govern-
ment’s New Horizons for Seniors Program
funding was “essential in building the foun-
dation required for meaningful classroom
engagement.”

When the training funding period recently
concluded, HCIA said all participating se-
niors were fully prepared and aligned with
their respective schools, ensuring a smooth
transition into the classroom phase.

In Dufferin County, adults aged 55 or old-
er account for 30 per cent of the total pop-
ulation and actively contribute to civic life,
community organizations, and family net-
works. With this in mind, HCIA noted the
importance of creating intentional opportu-
nities for generations to remain connected
and engaged, which strengthens the social
fabric of the entire community.

“The GrandPals program is grounded in
an asset-based philosophy. Seniors are rec-
ognized as contributors whose lived expe-

Duffern schols
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TRAINING SESSION: Volunteers receive training for the GrandPals Program, which will be
active in six schools throughout Dufferin County this year.

rience brings wisdom and perspective into
classrooms. Students are active participants
who listen deeply, ask thoughtful questions,
and transform stories into written and artis-
tic expressions,” reads HCIA’s press release.

“Through structured intergenerational
dialogue, the program fosters empathy, cu-
riosity, leadership, and a renewed sense of
purpose. Each GrandPal commits approxi-
mately 16 to 20 hours of service, represent-
ing a significant investment of time and care
in the next generation.”

From previous classroom cycles, volun-
teers have reflected on the depth of connec-
tion that develops.

“I will truly miss my lovely little group,”
said one GrandPal Program participant, il-
lustrating the bonds that often extend be-
yond the formal program timeline.

In the year ahead, HCIA is actively ex-
ploring opportunities to sustain and expand
GrandPals programming in response to
continued interest from both seniors and
schools.

“[HCIA] remains committed to strength-
ening solidarity and mutual understanding
between generations across the Headwa-
ters region, to increase a sense of belonging
and community engagement,” reads HCIA’s
press release.

Orangeville modernizes municipal vote recount policy ahead of municipal election

Written By JAMES MATTHEWS

Orangeville has updated the ways in
which an election vote recount can be trig-
gered.

Voters will go to the polls Oct. 26 to
choose who will occupy town council seats
during the next term. Those votes can be
cast by mail, internet, or telephone.

“Orangeville’s 2026 election is planned as
a hybrid model [with] paper ballots tabulat-
ed by equipment and internet voting, which
necessitates clearer recount direction for
both vote streams,” according to a report to
council.

While a municipality is not required to

16t Annual Hi

have a policy on municipal election re-
counts, Orangeville’s Municipal Election
Recount Policy, adopted in March, keeps its
recount approach current and operationally
clear for the upcoming hybrid election.

“It provides greater transparency to coun-
cil, candidates, and electors,” according to
the report.

The prior recount policy had been on the
books since June 2010.

The updated policy for the coming munic-
ipal election includes a clear policy state-
ment, scope and a full definition section to
support consistent interpretation. It retains
the established “close vote” threshold for
continuity but embeds it within a broader

ke for

Bethell Hospice
Sunday, May 3, 2026

Lloyd Wilson Centennial Arena

15551 McLaughlin Road, Inglewood, ON

Presenting Sponsor

caledon

“ Hike for
BethellHospice

Join us as we hike
together on May 3

hikeforbethellhospice.ca

Charitable Registration # 82636 7948 RR0001

Hiking for Bethell Hospice supports
those in need of essential residence
care and community programs.

To register for FREE, scan the QR Code or visit:

N

Here when you need us

recount framework.

The newest version makes the three re-
count pathways and timelines included
in the Municipal Election Act explicit and
states specific timelines and triggers for and
tied-vote recount (within 15 days), a coun-
cil-ordered recount (resolution within 30
days; recount within 15 days of resolution),
and a court-ordered recount (application
within 30 days; recount within 15 days of
court order).

It explicitly grants the town'’s clerk the au-
thority to call a special meeting for recount
matters to meet statutory timelines, and it
adds clear expectations for transparency,
communication, and recordkeeping while

maintaining the clerk’s authority.

The town’s established “close vote” ap-
proach refers to an outcome greater than 10
votes or 0.25 per cent of total votes cast for
the office. The update modernizes the poli-
cy by adding an overarching statement and
a clearer scope. It aligns recount pathways,
including a tied vote, a council-ordered re-
count, and a court-ordered recount.

“The prior policy was primarily focused
on bringing ‘close vote’ recount requests to
council and did not include guidance related
to hybrid elections, internet voting recount
methodology, definitions beyond ‘close
vote,” or articulated administrative authori-
ties,” according to the report to council.
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New shawarma restaurant in Orangewlle hosts grand opening

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Shawarma Alley hosted its grand opening
celebration on April 2, inviting town council
and residents to come out for free wraps.

Orangeville has a new shawarma spot in
town, with a fantasy twist. Shawarma Alley,
located at 75 First Street, hosted a grand
opening to celebrate its successful launch
in January. The restaurant isn’'t just a nor-
mal shawarma location; it has a theme. For
magic lovers out there, Shawarma Alley is
themed after the Harry Potter novel series
by J.K. Rowling, featuring decorations and
themed item names on the menu.

Aamir Mohammad Ashraf from Sha-
warma Alley said that since opening, they
have been warmly received by the commu-
nity. That welcoming attitude shaped their
desire to open a franchise in town.

“The Orangeville community is great,”
he said. “The people are awesome. They're
super nice, supportive, and they’re honest-
ly very, very welcoming compared to some
other towns. Combine that with the need we
saw for another shawarma spot in town —
we thought it was a perfect spot to open a
new shop.”

Since opening in January, Ashraf said cus-
tomer foot traffic has been steady, despite

the poor weather that winter brought.

“I think that even the very first day when
we opened, the foot traffic was great,” he
said. “Honestly, traffic has been pretty con-
sistent, and I think now that we've done
the grand opening, a lot more people know
about us. So we are seeing an increase in
traffic since then, which has been amazing.”

The grand opening was a hit, with a line
stretching from the main door into the park-
ing lot. The menu offers a great variety of
items, from the more common shawarma
wraps to more unique options.

“Our most popular item by far has to be
the chicken shawarma wrap, and the oth-
er is the chicken on rice,” Ashraf said. “Of
course, we have variety for our beef lovers,
our lamb lovers, and so on. We have our
classic stuff, like the poutine, which you can
make into a shawarma poutine.”

“We have our signature pizza, the sha-
warma pizza, which is pizza with shawarma
on it, with the garlic sauce, things like that.
Essentially, what you would get is a chicken
shawarma wrap exploded onto a pizza for a
larger group.”

With a variety of food options available, a
comfortable interior, welcoming staff and a
consistent customer base, Shawarma Alley
is carving out a place in Orangeville’s dining
scene.

JOSHUA DRAKES PHOTO

GRAND OPENING: With a line stretching beyond the front door, Shawarma Alley held a
very successful grand opening celebration, drawing crowds and local officials to congrat-
ulate them on the launch. With traditional Shawarma options like wraps and unique menu
items like themed Pizzas, Shawarma Alley has something for everyone.

Westside Esports Team opens doors for career development and somal |nteract|on

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

At lunchtime, Room 300 at Orangeville’s
Westside Secondary School is rarely quiet.

Students drift in before the bell, gather
around screens and settle into matches, con-
versations and routines that have quickly be-
come part of the school day.

This is the Westside Valorant Esports
Team, a relatively new, three-year-running
initiative at the high school that’s changing
the way students interact and express them-
selves through technology.

At the core of the esports team are the
coaches, including Lachlan Mackintosh, the
new media and animation teacher at West-
side. A gamer himself, Mackintosh wanted to
find a way to bring kids who didn’t quite fit
into other circles into a circle of their own
that they can call home.

“There’s a lot of kids that have nowhere
to go at lunch,” Mackintosh said. “Some of
these kids might not have had that many
friends, and now they’re able to come in here
and get a bunch of friends through the team,
and meet like-minded kids. It’s so important
for them to have that environment.”

Mackintosh said that originally, they start-
ed with some advertisements around school,
asking if any students were interested in an
esports team, and they got a response from
a group of friends. Since then, the team has
grown year after year.

“The team is really a group of friends that
have been playing together for awhile,” he
said. “They play all day, all night, so that
chemistry is already there. They just showed
up, they played one or two games, and they
were really good, so we kept them around.”

“We started out with just a small setup and
a few students, and it's grown from there as
more kids got interested and wanted to be
part of it.”

The team doesn'’t just play for fun. Stu-
dents will compete in a variety of titles
through organized leagues, including those
run by the Ontario Schools Esports Associ-
ation, facing off against teams from across
the province and even nationally. The team
structure mirrors that of conventional athlet-
ics, featuring senior and junior squads, sub-
stitutes and game-specific rosters that have
expanded well beyond the initial members.

Competition is tight, but Westside demon-
strated its mettle this spring, taking home
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GREATEST GAMERS: The Westside Valorant team took home the provincial championship
this spring, beating out other districts and teams in a tough fight for first place. Beyond
competition, the program also helps students develop teamwork, communication, and
technical skills, while creating a space where they can build friendships and gain hands-on

experience in areas such as media production and computer technology.

the provincial Valorant Esports Champion-
ship, a testament to the hard work, dedica-
tion and team spirit that continues to grow
at Westside.

According to Mackintosh, students in the
Westside esports program develop a wide
range of skills that extend well beyond gam-
ing and can benefit them after high school,
such as teamwork, communication and so-
cial development. He noted that students
learn how to work together in competitive
environments while building confidence and
forming friendships.

In addition to those interpersonal skills,
the program provides hands-on technical ex-
perience, with students gaining knowledge
of computer hardware by helping build gam-
ing PCs, as well as media production skills
such as livestreaming, video editing, script-
ing, and broadcast setup.

Mackintosh also emphasizes the devel-
opment of professional skills, including
on-camera presence, creativity and initiative,
as students create content and take owner-
ship of their work.

“All those PCs back there in that room
were built by comp sci students from
scratch,” he said. “Then the film students get
access to editing, live streaming, setting up,
script writing — all those broadcast skills
are right in there. It's not just playing video
games — there’s a lot of things that go along
with it, especially the social part and the
skills they're building.”

“Being able to get students on that train of
learning these skills so early will be such a
rich development for them. Once they're out
of school, they've got a bit of a head start,”
Mackintosh added.

Support from the school board has played
an important role in the growth of the West-

side esports program, particularly in recog-
nizing its impact beyond competition.

Mackintosh noted that the school board
has backed the initiative because it provides
students with a place to go and connect, es-
pecially for those who may not have been
involved in other activities. He emphasized
that the program creates a safe, inclusive
space within the school, noting that much of
the support stems from that community.

“We're in our third year now, so to see
kids that were in grade nine to have a pile
of friends now when they didn’t have any
friends back then, it makes me really happy
to see that,” he said. “That’s what makes this
community so special and important.”

A major turning point for the program
also came through support from the Special-
ist High Skills Major (SHSM) program and
community contributions, including roughly
$20,000 in funding from a prominent alum-
nus who helped equip the team with comput-
ers, chairs, and more.

Mackintosh said that investment allowed
the team to move beyond a small setup and
build a fully equipped space, giving students
the tools they needed to compete and help-
ing the program grow into what it is today.

With a provincial championship now un-
der their belt, Westside’s esports team is
continuing to build momentum as the season
moves forward. Upcoming competitions, in-
cluding regular league play and spring tour-
naments, will give both veteran players and
new recruits more opportunities to test their
skills and represent the school.

For Mackintosh, the wins are meaningful,
but it’s the growth behind them that stands
out — students gaining confidence, building
friendships and finding success in a space
they can call their own.

From APRIL 1to 30

the Orangeville Citizen is
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the Orangeville Food Bank
in support of their
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The wildest wedding in Dufferin is commg to Theatre Orangeville

Written By JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Theatre Orangeville is transforming its space
into the most unpredictable wedding of the
season with The Wedding Party, a fast-paced,
immersive comedy that invites audiences not
just to watch a show, but to attend a reception
that could go off the rails at any moment.

Director Jennifer Stewart said that at its
core, the play follows the union of two families
from opposite sides of the social and economic
spectrum.

On one side is a family, fabulously wealthy
and determined to stage a lavish event wor-
thy of their status. On the other hand, a mid-
dle-class family is suddenly swept into a world
of excess and expectations.

“You're going to be thrown into this wed-
ding and really see the class separation be-
tween these two families,” Stewart said. “The
wealthy family wants to throw this expensive,
lavish ceremony that the opposite family just
isn’t into, and neither really are the bride and
groom.”

She added, “You, as the audience, will be see-
ing the big debate play out, what is marriage for
these families and the bride and groom. Is it a
lavish wedding, costing hundreds of thousands
of dollars... or is it just something intimate be-
tween two people, our bride and groom?”

Despite the wedding being about the bride
and the groom, they will never actually appear
on stage. Instead, the story unfolds entirely
through the people orbiting them.

Parents clash over control and appearanc-
es, grandparents observe with a mix of wis-
dom and exasperation, and extended relatives
bring their own baggage to a night meant to
celebrate love. As the evening spirals, the play
keeps circling a central question: is a wedding
about the couple at its centre, or about every-
one else’s needs, egos and anxieties?

Fueling this chaos is an ensemble of six ac-
tors, each responsible for bringing multiple
characters to life — often in the blink of an eye.
Every performer plays two or three distinct
roles, sharply contrasted to heighten the com-
edy and emotional stakes.

Emma Grabinsky will play Tiger, Edward,
Jack Jr. and Cleo. David Leyshon portrays Jack
Sr., Tony, and Janice. Glynis Ranney will be
Maddy and Pilot the dog. Tyrone Savage will
be playing Edna, Murray, and Frank. Evelyn
Wiebe steps into the roles of Katrina, Pippa,
Tomas, and Sherry. Kristi Woods plays Marga-
ret, Alice and Vlad.

Audiences will see the same faces reappear
as stern parents, insecure best friends, awk-
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WILD WEDDING: Directed by Jennifer Stewart, The Wedding Party is set to be messy, confusing and chaotic in all the best ways. From
alcoholic seniors to chaotic teenagers, there will be something for everyone to enjoy in this dysfunctional family affair. The cast shares
some smiles from backstage. The production runs from April 16 to May 3.

ward servers, rebellious teenagers and elderly
relatives with more spark than anyone expects.

Grabinsky, for example, jumps between a
teenage boy and an old grandfather. She thinks
that such a huge jump between characters adds
some extra charm that audiences will love.

“I spent a lot of time with my grandparents
growing up,” she said. “And you know what? I
think the thing that’s often overlooked is the
fact that the spark of humor and the cheeki-
ness and the cleverness is all there.”

“I think that the way I'm playing Gramps,
with him being a rascal, combined with the
invisibility that sometimes seniors experience,
is very helpful for Gramps, because he’s just
breaking into the alcohol when nobody’s look-
ing and doing some outrageous stuff on stage,”
added Grabinsky.

These rapid transformations are not just a
theatrical trick — they are part of the fun, as
the cast works to keep every character crys-
tal-clear while the plot deliberately embraces
confusion and overlap.

For some, it’s stepping into new roles they've
never tried before. Savage described the expe-
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Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex,
200 Fiddle Park Lane, Shelburne, ON LON 1S0O
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rience as both a new challenge and an exciting
opportunity.

“I'm playing parts that I have never played
before,” he said. “So I think that’s what’s really
exciting, like the kinds of characters that I get
to play (in) the show I've never done before. So
as a challenge, as an actor, that’s really exciting
for me. And as an introvert, I think it’s fun to
be involved in a world where there’s so many
extroverted characters; there’s so much chaos
involved.”

“I just think about how awkward I would
feel being a witness to this wedding, and how
much fun it is to be a participant as an actor,
like, that’s kind of my takeaway. The audience
will love seeing us up there embracing the cha-
0s,” said Savage.

Stewart said that speeches, side conversa-
tions, and emotional showdowns are also di-
rected to the audience in their role as wedding
guests, creating an atmosphere as close to
attending an actual (and increasingly dysfunc-
tional) wedding as you can get without bring-
ing a gift.

“The audience is going to enter the theatre
and experience a wedding,” she said. “The
whole theatre is going to be decked out as if
they were coming to a downtown Toronto
wedding. The sound booth is the DJ... There
[are] tables in the audience.”

“The cast will be coming through the house,
through the guests, and when they make
speeches, they're talking to the wedding
guests, so that the audience feels like they're

Notice

of Nomination

a part of it. It's as immersive as we can get in
a theatre.”

Beneath the jokes, physical comedy and
escalating mishaps, The Wedding Party is ul-
timately about love, family and what commit-
ment really looks like once the flowers wilt and
the bills arrive.

The creative team wants audiences to recog-
nize themselves, their relatives and their own
family dynamics in the characters onstage: the
overcompensating parents, the quietly obser-
vant elders, the relatives who drink too much,
and the people who are just trying to be seen
and loved.

“Post pandemic, there was a lot of strife be-
tween families and family members... you're
going to see someone you know or recognize,
or even yourself up there,” Stewart said. “May-
be then you'll gain the ability to be able to laugh
at that... maybe that cracks something open,
where there’s forgiveness, not only of yourself,
but maybe of a family member.”

Coming out of years of isolation and fami-
ly strain, the production aims to offer both
catharsis and connection — a chance to laugh
at the messiness of relationships while feeling
a little more forgiving of it, too. The Wedding
Party is set to be chaotic, messy and hilarious,
a show that you likely won’t want to miss.

The production will be performed at the
Orangeville Opera House (87 Broadway) from
April 16 to May 3.

Purchase tickets at theatreorangeville.ca/
show/the-wedding-party.

Period for Interested

Candidates

Are you thinking of running for office
in the next municipal election?

The nomination period for candidates begins on May 1, 2026 and
ends on Nomination Day, August 21, 2026. Nomination forms may
be filed in person by the candidate or by their agent during normal
office hours. On Nomination Day, nomination forms may only be
filed between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

The 2026 Municipal and School Board Election will take place on
October 26, 2026. The deadline to file the required Nomination Forms
for the offices of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillor and School Board
Trustee is 2:00 p.m. on Nomination Day, August 21, 2026.

For more information, please contact your local municipality:

Township of Amaranth: amaranth.ca

Township of East Garafraxa: eastgarafraxa.ca

Town of Grand Valley: townofgrandvalley.ca
Township of Melancthon: melancthontownship.ca
Town of Mono: townofmono.com

Township of Mulmur: mulmur.ca

Town of Orangeville: Orangeville.ca/Election

Town of Shelburne: shelburne.ca
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Minimum wage in Ontario rises to nearly $18 per hour this fall

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

Minimum wage will increase from $17.60
to $17.95 per hour on Oct. 1.

The Ontario government announced the
increase on April 1, which will result in a
roughly 2 per cent pay increase for more
than 700,000 minimum-wage workers.

The yearly increase is tied to the prov-
ince’s Consumer Price Index (CPI), current-
ly at 1.9 per cent.

The provincial government says the $0.35

per hour pay raise helps to ensure wages
“continue to reflect economic conditions
while protecting workers and providing
businesses with greater stability.”

According to the Ontario government, ap-
proximately 35 per cent of minimum-wage
workers are employed in retail trade and 24
per cent in accommodation and food ser-
vices.

“Ontario workers are the engine of this
province,” said David Piccini, Ontario’s Min-
ister of Labour, Immigration, Training and

Skills Development. “By raising the mini-
mum wage to one of the highest in Canada,
our government is putting more money in
the pockets of Ontario workers, supporting
families through economic uncertainty and
giving businesses the stability and predict-
ability they need to plan and grow.”

A minimum wage worker who works 40
hours per week will see an annual pay in-
crease of roughly $728.

In Ontario, minimum wage rises every
Oct. 1 based on provincial CPIL.

Ontario SPCA partners with Meals on Wheels for pilot pet food delivery program

Written By SAM ODROWSKI

A new partnership between the Ontario
Community Support Association (OCSA)
and the Ontario SPCA and Humane Society
(Ontario SPCA) is supporting seniors and
their pets by delivering pet food alongside
Meals on Wheels.

The initiative is being run as a pilot project
with Meals on Wheels Sudbury and Meals
on Wheels Cornwall. The two organizations
have already completed their first pet food
deliveries to local seniors, marking the be-
ginning of what is hoped to be a long-term
program.

“This collaboration brings together com-
munity support providers and animal wel-
fare services to address a practical challenge

faced by many older adults — accessing pet
food due to limited mobility, fixed incomes,
or transportation barriers,” reads a press
release from Ontario SPCA. “By leveraging
existing Meals on Wheels routes, volunteers
can now also deliver pet supplies donated
by the Ontario SPCA during their regular
visits.”

OCSA CEO Lori Holloway noted the im-
portance of ensuring seniors and their pets
are cared for.

“Meals on Wheels programs do far more
than deliver food, they are a vital connection
point into the community,” said Holloway.
“This partnership reflects how organizations
can work together to respond to real, every-
day challenges seniors face. It’s a practical
example of how community-based care

supports the whole person, not just clinical
needs.”

Similar comments were echoed by Jen-
nifer Bluhm, vice president of community
outreach at the Ontario SPCA and Humane
Society.

“Pets are family, and we know the positive
impact they have on people’s mental and
emotional health,” said Bluhm.

“This partnership helps remove barriers
SO0 seniors can continue to enjoy the com-
panionship of their pets.”

The pilot pet food delivery program is
already making an impact, with providers
seeing firsthand how small supports can im-
prove quality of life for clients.

“Pets can play a powerful role in reducing
the isolation many seniors experience,” says

Tammi Lear, executive director of Meals on
Wheels Sudbury.

“Meals on Wheels Sudbury is excited to
partner with the Ontario SPCA and Humane
Society to help keep our seniors healthy,
connected, and able to remain in their
homes with their pets.”

Data shows that pets can reduce loneli-
ness and support mental well-being among
older adults. Small, practical supports like
pet food delivery can play an important role
in maintaining health, preventing more com-
plex needs over time, and improving client
outcomes.

OCSA and the Ontario SPCA say they will
continue working together to explore op-
portunities to expand the program with ad-
ditional community partners across Ontario.

Community comes together for 2026 Dufferin Polar PIunge n support of Spemal OIymplcs Ontario

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

There’s nothing quite like a sudden dunk-
ing in some freezing cold water to give your
senses a wake-up call.

The 2026 Dufferin Polar Plunge, presented
by the Dufferin OPP, had participants ‘freez-
in’ for a reason’ as they took a quick swim
in cold water at the Centre Dufferin Recre-
ation Complex (CDRC) on Sunday, March 29,
to raise funds in support of Special Olympics
Ontario.

This year’s event was moved indoors to the
Recreation Centre to avoid weather-related
issues. Both dates had to be cancelled last
year after heavy snow on the first date made it
too difficult for people to attend, and the sec-
ond date was cancelled due to an ice storm.

The fun began when the audience partic-
ipated in deciding which Special Olympics
athlete had the best costume. That was fol-
lowed by a contest for the best team cos-
tumes.

This year’s event theme was Canadiana,
and there were plenty of maple leaves on the
costumes.

The plunge taking place at the CDRC’s ice
rink added to the event’s Canadian theme.

“We set up the pool at centre ice. We are
the only plunge [in Canada], if not world-
wide, that’s doing it indoors,” explained Jeff
McLean, Dufferin OPP Provincial Constable
and event organizer.

“Last year, we planned the plunge for two
different days — Family Day and March 27.
Family Day was snowed out and we actually
had to close the roads. The second day was
cancelled because of the ice storm last year.
Having it indoors is a way we can control
the elements but still have the polar expe-
rience.”

“We have 50 people signed up, and we are
still taking registrations at the door. The wa-
ter’s cold, it came straight from the hydrant,
so it’s around 5 degrees Celsius. As of this
morning, we had raised over $12,000,” said
McLean during the event on Sunday.

A good-sized crowd, who chose to stay
dry, cheered on participants as they jumped
into the freezing water.

Everyone had fun, and it was a great way
to raise funds for a good cause.

AR PLUNGE
Sl SLYMPICS ONTARIO

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

FREEZIN’ FOR A REASON: There were lots of Canadian spirit on display at the 2026 Duf-
ferin Polar Plunge, held at the Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex in Shelburne on Sunday,
March 29. A participant jumps without fear into frigid waters within a pool at centre ice.
The event is presented by the Dufferin OPP and raised over $12,000 as of March 29.

Grand Opening of Our New Models Saturday & Sunday from 1 {o 4 PM
BRAND NEW PLANS AND PRICING, featuring a range of bungalow,
bungaloft and two-storey detached designs on 38’ & 42’ |ots.

/N Thomasfield.com

Single Detached in Grand Valley
Starting in the High
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MAYBERRY HILL
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Shawn Grenke steps away from artistic director role with Achill Choral Somety

Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

The Achill Choral Society (ACS) is currently
on the hunt for a new conductor. After nearly
nine years, Shawn Grenke is retiring from his
position as artistic director and conductor. He
has been offered to take on the role of conduc-
tor for the Peterborough Singers.

Grenke talked to the Citizen while driving
to Brock University, where he teaches choral
conducting, late last week.

“I'm moving on to the Peterborough Singers
— their founding conductor is retiring. I saw
their ad and decided to apply just to see what
would happen, and they got back to me,” he
said.

The Peterborough Singers are a choir of 130
members, “singing with full orchestras and do-
ing bigger works,” Grenke added, expressing
his enthusiasm for the challenges ahead.

He said it felt like a time for a change.

About ACS, he remarked, “I have grown the
choir and now is a good time for someone else
to come in and for me to grow as well. Achill
is a very strong community.”

Officially, Grenke steps down at the end of
June and takes up his new position with Peter-
borough on July 1.

The city of Peterborough has its own very
active arts community. Living in Hamilton
means that Grenke’s drive to Peterborough
for rehearsals and concerts is about the same
distance and time as it takes to attend the Or-
angeville-based ACS.

Before the changes in Grenke’s and the

ACS’s lives is their upcoming Return to Spring
concert on April 26 at Westminster Church.
The program is an interesting collection of
music, and Grenke was happy to discuss it.

“It begins with Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass,”
he said. “Its nickname is Mass of Troubled
Times and it is absolutely beautiful. The piece
will be accompanied by piano and organ and
features four soloists.”

He went on to promise selections from The
Pirates of Penzance by the beloved Gilbert
and Sullivan, David Brunner’s Earthsongs and
selections from Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
The Sound of Music.

From his almost nine years with ACS, Gren-
ke has learned how important a sense of com-
munity is; how it makes the music better, say-
ing that originally he was with Achill for just
one concert, filling in the need when the pre-
vious conductor stepped down in 2017. And
then, he stayed on.

“We kept the choir together during Covid,”
he said. “And that meant the choir stayed to-
gether. There were other choirs that never
came back and we had a turnover of thirty
percent, with many new singers after Covid.”

From childhood singing in a children’s
church choir in Belleville, Ontario, Grenke’s
life has been wrapped in choral music, and
as his skills developed, he later toured with
his choir to Germany and Holland, where his
choir won prizes.

Within ACS, they are his friends, and the
choir is like a second family.

“The decision to leave wasn'’t easy,” was his

r’
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NEW CHAPTER: The Achill Coral Society pictured here last December in Westminster Unit-
ed Church. Conductor Shawn Grenke is far left at the back. He is retiring from Achill and the
choir is accepting applications for the role of artistic director and conductor until April 30.

comment. “Leaving is challenging.”

It was his grandfather who reminded Gren-
ke that health, money and time are staples,
and with each window of opportunity, you
can get all three. If you have the opportunity
to travel, you should take it, the sage opined.

For Family Day, Grenke took a week and
went to Mexico. “But the city was being burnt
by the Cartel — they were only targeting the
government people, not other people — it was
haunting to see...”

After the Return to Spring concert, Grenke

has invited ACS to come to Toronto to join
with the Eglinton-St. George Church choir in
Toronto, which he also directs, in the perfor-
mance of Haydn’s Third Mass, on May 3. They
will sing with a full orchestra. Even a bus “to
and from” for the chorus has been organized.

As Grenke said, “It will be very exciting,
with well over a hundred singers.”

For tickets to the Return to Spring concert
at Westminster United Church on April 26, go
to www.achillchoralsociety.ca or in person at
BookLore on First Street.

Caledon-based Elmer Iseler Singers prepare for upcoming ‘The Earth Sings’ concert

Written By CONSTANCE SCRAFIELD

Lydia Adams, conductor and artistic director
of the Elmer Iseler Singers, is looking forward
to their upcoming concert, The Earth Sings.

This concert will be staged at Eglington St.
George’s United Church in Toronto on Sun-
day, April 12. The Caledon-based choir, now
47 years in the singing, performs in Toronto,
across the country, and locally as well.

In an interview with the Citizen, Adams be-
gan by offering background on the choir’s life.

“When we bring a singer in, we offer the en-
tire season,” she said. “This is normally a fixed
choir of 20 to 21 members.”

A season can be somewhat flexible, since
the choir is frequently invited, as she put it, “to
do other stuff.”

The all-important funding to cover at least
travel expenses and the workshops they do
comes from the Canada Council of the Arts,
plus donations from other sources and private-
ly.

Wherever the Elmer Iseler Singers travel,

they include a workshop with local choirs. Ad-
ams related how profoundly interesting and
beneficial these workshops are, as evidenced
by the enthusiastic letters they receive from
the communities they have visited.

For the upcoming The Earth Sings concert,
Adams had plenty to tell. Always ready to bring
stunning music without being intimidated by
the inclusion of other languages, the music of
this concert keeps the standards high.

“The program for Sunday, May 12 is fabu-
lous,” was her promise.

“We focus on the Earth, with an unspoken
but clearly implied call for the Earth’s preserva-
tion. The language of the music written around
the beautiful poetry is inspiring,” said Adams.

There are two songs of particular interest
for their originality, both by R. Murray Schafer.
Text for The Epitaph for Moonlight came in
1966, when he asked a class of grade seven pu-
pils for suitable synonyms that would convey
the sound of moonlight.

That became a free composition, in which
the singers must improvise from given indica-

tions of pitch, intensity and duration. Accom-
panied by percussive instruments like glocken-
spiels, triangles, and cymbals, their vibrations

an “produce luminous effects” that picture
moonlight on the water. Here, there are no mu-
sical notes, as such. The score is written graph-
ically.

Schafer’s second is Sun or A Day in the Life
of the Sun. refers to Pythagoras discovering
the mathematical correspondence between the
ratios of harmonics in a sounding string, while
noting that the planets and stars also appeared
to move with perfect regularity. He united this
discovery with intuition and conjectured that
the two types of motion were both expressions
of a perfect universal law, binding music and
mathematics.

“Pythagoras is reported to have been able to
hear the celestial music,” Schafer notes.

The text for Sun consists of words for “sun”
collected from around the world, travelling
west from the Far East to the Americas.

The piece takes the form of a day in the life
of the sun, from Dawn’s soft light to the great

energy of the noon heat, then cooling to end
quietly in Twilight.

There are two World Premiers during the
concert. It is always a thrill and a responsibil-
ity to be the first to perform a world premiere,
setting a precedent to be followed or revised by
other voices.

Following The Earth Sings Concert is
Strawberries and Champagne, the EIS annual
spring fundraiser. Set for May 31, it will be held
at the beautiful Toronto Hunt, 1355 Kingston
Road, Toronto.

The traditional event offers fine champagne,
sweet and savoury delights and rounds of mu-
sic from the EIS. A silent auction offers the op-
portunity to purchase something special and
support the choir.

EIS is more than a choir, and the Order of
Canada was presented to Lydia Adams in 2023,
which she declared includes the Choir, speaks
to the value of the beneficial influence the choir
and their conductor have had on other choirs,
emerging conductors, composers and choral
singers over the many years.
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David

Gauthier
’{, Service Consultant

David brings a calm, cuscomer-first mindset
to every service appointment. As a
MacMaster Certified Service ConsulGant, he
works hard to ensure every visit is smooth
and stress-free. Whether you're dropping in
for maintenance or need help navigating a
repair, David is ready with clear
communication, helpful insight, and a friendly
attitude.
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Maurice
McDonald

Service Consultant

Maurice is the kind of advisor who makes
service feel easy. He’s known for his warm,
approachable style and his ability to keep
customers informed every step of the way.
With strong product knowledge and a
passion for helping people, Maurice Gakes the
guesswork out of vehicle service at
Orangeville Chrysler.

Auto Gr. P

3 Dealerships, 1 Community

Orangeville
Volkswagen

Jazz Matharu
Service Consulbant

Jazz combines Gechnical knowledge with an
easygoing, professional style that
customers appreciate. Bilingual in English and
Punjabi, he makes sure every guest feels
heard and understood. Whether it’s a routine
visit or a more involved repair, Jazz helps
keep the process efficient, transparent, and
Gailored Go your needs.
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CLUES ACROSS Kong food stall

1. Health care pros
36. Gathered

35. Move quickly on foot

32. Fall behind
33. Midway between

2. General feeling of
discomfort
3. Dribble

4. A person inhabiting
Benin

7. One thousand cubic
feet (abbr.)

10. Split pulses

11. Frozen water

12. Small constellation
13. Perennial mountain
rice

15. Pick up

16. Japanese historical
period

19. Suggesting the horror
of death and decay

21. Unattached

23. Fishing port in SE
France

24. Products for dogs

25. One point south of
southeast

26. Having the skill or
resources to do something
27. Involve oneself deeply
30. Immobile

34.__ pai dong: Hong

41. A way through

45. Another name for Thor
46. Sharp dueling sword
47. The supreme
commander of a fleet

50. Seasoned sausages
54. Path

55. Christian hermit

56. Ancient region of Asia
Minor

57. Where wrestlers go
to work

59. Roman statesman
60. Explosive

61. Licensed for Wall
Street

62. Where golfers start
63. Grow old

64. Autonomic nervous
system

65. No seats available
CLUES DOWN

1. A legally binding
command

4. Soft touch

5. South American plant

6. Clouds of gas and dust
in space

7. Warm-blooded
vertebrates

8. Lines created by
folding

9. Strong belief

13. Senior officer

14. Adult

17. Joint entrance
examination in India

18. Passports and drivers’
licenses are two

20. Those who go against
an accepted authority

22. One point east of
northeast

27. Journalist Tarbell

28. One’s mother (British)
29. Nowhere to be found
31. A way to save for
old age

northeast and east

37. The work of a sailor
38. Mark with striae
39. Energy, style and
enthusiasm

40. Sticky situation
41. Monetary units of
Spain

42. Three-banded
armadillo

43. Chooses

44. More disreputable
47. Defensive nuclear
weapon

48. “The Partridge
Family” actress Susan

49. Livestock owners assn.

in Spain

51. Duplicating machine
(abbr.)

52. Ol trial judge

53. Politician

58. Airborne (abbr.)
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CANADA’S STORE

Professionally built
and ready to roll!

COME SEE OUR
HUGE SELECTION OF

BIKES AND
ACCESSORIES

From mountain bikes and electric bikes to
kids’ bikes and cruisers, find the perfect ride
for all your outdoor adventures.

Double Word Puzzle ‘o
Unscramble the individual words to reveal letters for the phrase. FAGT:
This is a low-impact
paddle sport that BASELINE
LPREAY — mixes rules of tennis, the line £ o e
paddie ball and more. marking each ' -
ROECS 1I0G8PIOId (IeMSUY end of a court e
7 G
- Get the NeN 99 FIRST STREET
OIPTN l o , :
A 7 PICTURE? Fairgrounds Centre - Orangeville
fay ATCKAT 9 = KN : 519-941-1090 canadiantire.ca
Although pickleball seems like a ﬂ Fa(ebook/(torangew"e
o H B recent phenomenon, it actually
Engllfh: Ball was created in 1965. The game p
Spanish: Pelota 8 6 7 4 9 2 6 3 2 2 initially was played using . Use your f
Italian: Palla makeshift equipment. c h Triangle .
French:Balle Z the bigger picture 1s? Rewards Card | | [INZNE(E
German: Ball 4 5 3 6 to earn and
2zpJ2 [Ipgapoid 8yl ODNY ‘JUIOd ‘@102S ‘18AD|d :slemsuy aIPpRd pUD [IDGEPILY JoMsUY redeem today!




SpeedyGiass.

PROVIDING HANDS ON
EXPERIENCE FOR

36 YEARS

WINDSHIELD REPAIR
& REPLACEMENT

519-942-1000

165 “C” LINE UNIT 1, ORANGEVILLE

ORANGEVILLE ;oxpay - Fripay

Homehardware

60-4" Ave, Orangeville
519-941-5407

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

7:00 - 7:00
8:00 - 6:00
9:00 - 5:00
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IRADING GARD'GAMES; YIDED GAMES,

ARTIST'ALLEY, NOSTALGIA & MORE!

INQUIRIES@SUMMERCOLLECTORCONVENTIONICA
919-217-4557

Orangeville Otters have success at Ontario Age Group champlonshlps

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

Strong performances, multiple club re-
cords, and a growing team presence high-
lighted the Orangeville Otters’ showing at
the Ontario Age Group Championships held
at the Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre and the
Markham Pan Am Centre on March 5 to 8.

The meet brought top swimmers together
from across the province for a highly com-
petitive, multi-day event.

The Otters sent 12 swimmers to compete
at the event. In the 15 & Over session, Wesley
Halls, 16, delivered a standout performance,
placing top 10 in four of six events, including
a 6th place finish in the 200m backstroke.

Wesley also set two new club records in
the 200 IM (15-16 Open) along with several
personal bests.

Kaitlin Malec, 17, finished top 10 in three
events with two 4th-place finishes in the
50m and 100m Freestyle. Kaitlin posted five
personal bests and set new club records in
the 100m Freestyle 17-18 Open.

Maurizio Ruggieri, 17, competed in four
events, achieving two personal bests and
demonstrating consistent strength across
his races.

In Para events, Austin Nellissen, 14, dom-

inated with three gold medals in the 400m
Freestyle, 100m Backstroke, and 100m
Breaststroke. He also won silver in the 200m
IM and 4th place in the 100m Freestyle.

Alyssa Smyth, 16, captured gold in the
100m Freestyle before heading off to com-
pete at the World Para Series in Italy.

At the Markham meet, the Otters’ younger
swimmers showed a lot of depth in compe-
tition.

Reegan Noronha, 13, made finals in three
events and achieved personal bests in all
swims.

Kaiden Norris, 13, reached finals twice,
including an 11th-place finish in the 50m Fly.

Qyona Egbert, 12, placed in the top 20 in
five of six events.

Julia Noronha, 12) posted personal bests
in all three of her events.

Jemma Harrison, 12, made a strong pro-

vincial debut with personal bests in all of _

her races.

Ava Yardley, 11, earned two top 10 finishes
and gold in the 50m Backstroke with person-
al bests across all events.

The meet also marked a milestone, with
the club’s first-ever girls 12 & Under relay
teams achieving top 20 finishes in both the
200m Freestyle and the Medley Relays.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

INCREDIBLE PERFORMANCE: The Orangeville Otters competed in two meets in March
with great success. The swim team competed at the Ontario Age Group Championships
held at the Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre and the Markham Pan Am Centre from March

Dufferin-Peel Skating Club wraps up the season with Ice Rodeo at Teen Ranch

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

The Dufferin-Peel Skating Club finished
the winter season at the Teen Ranch Ice Cor-
ral with an Ice Rodeo on Sunday, March 30.

Ice Rodeo is an annual event where club
figure skaters from Star 1 to Gold demon-
strate their skills and celebrate the season’s
achievements.

This year, the club had many skaters
competing in STAR 1-2 events outside of the
club.

The STAR 1-2 team was: Soraya Ayres,
Adelynn Bletsas, Megan Broom, Madelyn
Long, Olivia Long, Elliott Piccolo, Anna
Pink, Searsha Shepherd and Penelope We-
ber.

The STAR 3-4 Team competed in many re-

gional events, earning top assessments and
medals.

The STAR 3-4 Team was: Claudia Ben-
nett, Sydney Boston, Addison Daniel, Layla
Fragapane, Sarah Hayden, Simer Kaler, Bri-
anna Parker, Melissa Simpson and Kaitlyn
Walker.

The Club’s Provincial Team travelled to
many events across Ontario from Septem-
ber to February, aiming to earn top scores
to qualify for the Provincial Championship
in Stratford from March 21 to 23.

The team included Kristina Nilsson, Hai-
ley Parker, Ella Stamenkovic, Jillian Young
and Jordan Young.

The Provincial Team earned many med-
als and personal best scores throughout the
season.

Last year’'s STAR 7 Artistic Provincial
Champion, Ella Stamenkovic, qualified for
Provincial in three events again this season.

Ella competed at the Provincials in Ham-
ilton on March 20 to 22, and is the Provincial
STAR 9 Artistic silver medalist.

The club continues spring and summer
training programs at the Teen Ranch Ice
Corral.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

SUCCESSFUL SEASON: The Dufferin-Peel
Skating Club wrapped up the winter season
with its annual Ice Rodeo at the Ice Corral at
Teen Ranch on Sunday, March 30. The event
gives the skaters a chance to show off their
talent and skills learned through the season.

Provincial Junior Hockey League enters Schmalz Cup playoffs with eight teams remaining

Written By BRIAN LOCKHART

The Provincial Junior Hockey League has
completed the Division championships, and
there are now eight teams remaining in Junior

GENESIS

C hockey who will battle it out for the Confer-
ence title in a bid to move on to the Junior C
Schmalz Cup championship.

The Schmalz Cup is the top prize in the prov-
ince for Junior C hockey.

SIGNATURE EVENT

BEGIN YOUR PERSONALIZED SHOPPING
EXPERIENCE AT GENESIS BRAMPTON.
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LEASE RATE INCLUDES 1%
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PLUS, ENJOY AT-HOME TEST DRIVE AND DELIVERY,
COMPLIMENTARY MAINTENANCE AND VALET SERVICE.

UP TO 84 MONTHS®

CISNIENIN
BRAMPTON

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Forbe

TRAVEL GUIDE
2025

WE'LL COME
TO YOU.

Or visit our boutique showroom at:
70 Coachworks Cres, Brampton
905-863-1158 | genesisbrampton.ca

tLeasing offers available O.A.C. from Genesis Financial Services based on a new 2026 G70 2.5T Advanced AWD with an annual lease rate of 1.9% for 39 months. Lease offer includes 1%
Genesis |ease loyalty rate reduction. Monthly lease payment of $608 for a 39-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $5,175 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may
be applied to down payment. Total lease obligation is $28,888. Lease offers include levies (air and tire tax). Lease offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, and any licence fees and
other applicable charges and taxes. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.15/km on all models. *Financing offers available
0O.A.C. from Genesis Financial Services based on a new 2026 G70 2.5T Advanced AWD with an annual finance rate of 3.9% for up to 84 months. t*Offers available for a limited time and

subject to change or cancellation without notice. See Genesis Brampton for complete details.

YOUNG B
® DRIVERS

The season got underway in September with
61 teams in the PJHL from small towns across
Ontario.

In this region, the Stayner Siskins are the
North Carruthers Division 2026 champions
after defeating the Alliston Hornets in a final
series that went six games.

The Siskins finished their season in first
place, one point ahead of Alliston, after trailing
behind the Hornets for much of it.

The championship series got underway in
Stayner on March 19, with Game 1 ending in a
6-1 Hornets win.

Game 2 saw the series tied when Stayner left
the ice with a 4-2 win on Alliston’s home ice.

Game 3 was a disaster for the Hornets. After
Alliston won the game 7-5, the Siskins protest-
ed.

A clerical error omitted one of the Alliston
AP players on the roster. The League ruled that
it was an illegal player, forfeited the Hornets,
and awarded the win to Stayner.

Stayner won Game 4, 7-2, on March 27.

The Hornets kept the series alive with a 4-3
overtime win in Game 5 on March 29.

The series ended on Alliston home ice on
April 1, when the Siskins made a third-period
comeback to tie the game and force overtime.

Stayner scored in overtime for the win and
claimed the Division title.

The Siskins will now go on to face the Fer-
gus Whalers for the North Conference cham-
pionship.

The other Conference finals were not much
of a surprise, as all the top teams advanced this
year.

In the East Conference, the Frankford Hus-
kies will be up against the Uxbridge Bruins.

The South Conference championship will

REGISTER NOW! Visit YD.com call (289) 919 3466 or email orangeville@yd.com

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

END OF SERIES: The Provincial Junior
Hockey League has moved to the Confer-
ence championship playoffs after com-
pleting Division championships across the
province. The Stayner Siskins take on the Al-
liston Hornets during Game 6 of their North
Carruthers Division championship series at
the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre in
Alliston on Wednesday, April 1. The Siskins
won this game 7-6 in overtime to claim the
division title.

see the Dundas Blues battle the Tavistock
Braves.

The Lakeshore Canadiens will be facing the
Mt. Brydges Bulldogs in the West Conference
championship series.

The Conference championships are sched-
uled to be completed by April 16, if the series
goes the full seven games.

The four teams remaining after the Confer-
ence championships will start the next series
to see which two teams will play the final se-
ries for this year’s provincial championship.

The Hanover Baron are the defending
Schmalz Cup champions.

Is Your Child Ready For The Roads This Spring?

O Changlng Condltlons Real World SkI"S Tralmng That Saves Lives.

CALL FOR
DETAILS
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UPINION

Culture clash

There is a rather famous video of a minor
baseball game where parents in the stands
are harassing the umpire.

The umpire turns and addresses them, tell-
ing them to knock it off and that their behaviour
will not be tolerated.

One mother, with a big mouth, decides to
shout out one more insult at the ref. This time
it was of a personal nature and rather cruel.

“What's the matter?” she yelled. “Are you
mad because all of the kids are taller than
you?”

The umpire took off his mask, declared the
game a forfeit, walked out to the parking lot
and drove away. The viewers in the stands
and both teams were stunned.

| don’t blame the guy one bit. He didn’t
deserve to be harassed and insulted over a
kid's game.

The parent looked like an idiot and caused
her kid’s team to forfeit the game.

Some sports, like hockey, are facing a
shortage of officials because more and more
referees are fed up with abuse from fans,
players, and coaches.

Governing bodies of sports associations
and leagues are doing what they can to edu-
cate people about proper behaviour at sport-
ing events.

On not draining the

‘When you're up to your ass in alligators,
it's hard to remember that your original goal
was to drain the swamp.” (Not very old folk
saying),

Eighty years ago we set out to drain the
swamp, because we feared that otherwise we
would all be pulled under. At least fifty million
people were dead after the greatest war in
history, around half the cities in the northern
hemisphere had been smashed flat, and the
first nuclear weapons had just been dropped
on Japanese cities.

People were in shock. They hadn’t known
how destructive war could get, and now they
realized that the next big war would be incom-
parably worse: nuclear war. So they decided
that in future the goal must be not to win wars
but to end war.

Don't think they were naive. They were
having this conversation standing hip-deep in
the wreckage of the last war. Many of them
had fought in it, and almost all of them had
lost people close to them. So between 1945
and 1948 they wrote new rules that made war
illegal.

Early in my career as a journalist | inter-
viewed quite a lot of these people, and what

If you don’t have officials, you won't have a
sport to play.

They deserve to do their job without harass-
ment or threats.

People in positions of authority are there
for a reason. This isn’'t Nazi Germany, where
people in positions of authority have free rein.
They have obligations and rules to follow.

A police officer on duty deserves the pub-
lic's respect. The uniform and badge rep-
resent the law, and the person wearing the
badge is duty-bound to ensure the safety of
the public and to uphold the law.

Everyone complains when they get a traf-
fic ticket for doing a Hollywood stop at a stop
sign, but when you'’re in trouble or witness a
crime, the first call you make is 9-1-1.

Thanks to bodycams, there are plenty of vid-
eos floating around of traffic stops and those
that usually go wrong. It's usually something
like a person being stopped for speeding and
found to be showing signs of impairment, or
having an outstanding warrant.

It is shocking to see how many people
address a police officer as ‘bro’ or ‘dude.’

“Why y'all stopin’ me dude?” Or, “I'm not
gettin’ outta this car bro,” and the popular
‘don’t you touch me’ when a person is being
arrested.

swamp

struck me was the brutal realism most of
them brought to the project. No airy-fairy
stuff about ‘brotherhood’ and ‘peace’; just
hard-nosed calculations about how to contain
or thwart the large number of countries that
have designs their neighbours.

Their theory was that most wars have at
least a large element of territorial dispute at
their root. The wars tend to be about land that
one side has lost in the past, or the other side
believes should be theirs in the future, for rea-
sons that do not seem to justify large-scale
killing to people who are not involved in the
confrontation.

Territory is what the great majority of wars
have been about not just in historical times,
but also in pre-historic times and even in
the pre-human past. (See Netflix’s ‘Chimp
Empire’ for a brilliant documentary mini-se-
ries about a war between chimpanzee groups
about territory.)

It’s still mostly about land today. The Middle
Eastwars of the past 75 years are all ultimately
about the division of Palestine between Jews
and Arabs in 1948. Putin’s invasion of Ukraine
is entirely about bringing at least the Slavic
parts of the old Soviet Union back under Mos-

A note on cutting zig-zags

For the past month, my Grade 12 Literacy
Class has been working on creating their own
vision boards. Their vision boards are made
up from a collage of images, words, and affir-
mations that represent their goals and aspira-
tions. | like the idea of vision boards because
they can help a kid focus on what they want
to achieve in life. It's an important time for
this group to be doing that — they’re a few
months away from graduating, and some
have zero idea as to what to do with the rest
of their lives.

This is particularly concerning for this group
of kids. You see, these are the kids who failed
the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test.
If you don’t pass the test, you don’t graduate.
Instead of writing the test a second time, they
can take this class. If they don't pass, they
don’t graduate. Their literacy skills are weak,
and many struggle with some of the more
basic expectations of the curriculum.

| love working with them. What they may
lack academically, they make up for with
personality, authenticity, and creativity. No
standardized test can measure that. They
like learning, but most don’t like school. They
like being in my class (because they're in my
class). When | read their work (grammatical
errors and all), I'm always reminded of what a
privilege it is to teach them.

That being said, I'm worried about them.
I'm worried for so many of our young peo-
ple (my own children, as well). | feel like we
(adults) are handing them a world that’s been
forced through a wood chipper, and we're

asking them to build a rocket ship. They're
a few months shy of graduating into a world
that doesn't look anything like the world many
of us graduated into — a world where Ama-
zon recently cut 15,000 jobs for what it calls
‘Al efficiencies’ (Facebook has announced a
cut of upwards of 25,000 people for the same
reasons). These kids don’t even show up to
class with a pen and paper. How are they
going to compete in an economy transformed
by AI? And here | am having them cut words
and images from magazines and newspa-
pers?

While creating the assignment, | stumbled
across this quote from the Bible: “And the
Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make
it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads
it.” If you can write it, you can run to it. If you
can see it, you can be it. The idea of a vision
board is that you hang it somewhere so that
it's the first thing that you see when you wake
up each morning. It gives you something to
work for, to run towards. This is the goal of
the unit.

There’s a scene in The Godfather that rips
apart me ol’ heart every time | see it. It hap-
pens early in the film, when Michael is visiting
his father, Don Corleone, who is recovering
from a botched assassination attempt. When
Michael arrives at the hospital, he’s dismayed
—there are no nurses or police officers keep-
ing watch. When a nurse finally shows up,
she tells Michael that the police ordered
everyone to leave. Sensing another attempt
on his father’s life, Michael and the nurse

FROM THE SECOND ROW

And these are phrases I've heard said to
female police officers in bodycam footage.

A recent video from Quebec shows abso-
lutely abhorrent behaviour by some goof who
needs a serious lesson on how to behave in a
civilized society.

The man was pulled over for illegally tinted
windows. It was the second time, and he had
already been warned.

In the video, he starts berating a young
female officer.

He says, “If | want, I'll buy you and make
you my slave.”

He then proceeds to use foul language and
call her a string of names that can’t even be
printed here.

His behaviour was disgusting. The police
officer kept her cool and remained profes-
sional.

The guy has been described as a ‘migrant
worker.’

This reference to making her a slave didn’t
come from Quebec culture.

This guy learned that from his father, who
learned it from his father, who learned it from
his father, who learned it from his father. And
this guy will teach that to his own son one day.

The question everyone asks is why is this
guy even in our country?

cow’s control. India-Pakistan, North Korea-
South Korea...There’s an endless supply.

The solution chosen by these veterans of
the worst war in history was simple: from now
on, it will be against the law to change a bor-
der by force. Attacking another country will be
a crime. Yes, this is very unfair to countries
that have lost territory in the past and want
it back, but that’s the only way we can break
the cycle.

Border changes by negotiation and com-
promise are permissible, but conquest is
over. Past grievances have to stay in the past,
or else we will end up fighting nuclear wars.
We may not be able to stop every conquest,
especially if the violator is a great power, but
the rest of us will never acknowledge that
what the aggressor has seized is really his.

It was not a perfect solution. It didn’'t even
address the problem of guerilla wars and civil
wars inside a single country, partly because
that was too hard —there is usually no consen-
sus on who is in the right— but also because
they were unlikely to cause a nuclear world
war. But it did the job.

No nuclear weapon has been used in war
for 80 years. No great power has fought

ANTHONY CARNOVALE
OPERATION: BLACK COFFEE

move him into another room. With his father
safe, Michael hears footsteps approach-
ing. It's Enzo, the baker, wanting to pay his
respects. Michael tells Enzo to wait outside.
When Michael joins him, he grabs the flowers
from Enzo and tosses them away.

“Put your hand in your pocket like you have
agun!”

A car with four men pulls up, faces hidden
beneath their fedoras. One of the men is
brandishing a gun. Michael tries to reach for
his own gun, but the car drives away. Michael
tells Enzo that he did a good job.

The baker’s nerves are rattled, his hands
are shaking so hard that he can't light his cig-
arette — Michael has to do it for him.

| feel for Enzo. He was pushed onto the
frontlines of a war not of his own making. It's
the ‘gangster ethos’- do anything to protect
your own, even if it puts innocent people in
harm’s way. This is the story of our time.

I'm not sure how to describe this world to
my students. | can’t tell them what to see;
| just need them to ‘see’ (like they don’t
already). | mean, how do | prepare them for
these uncertainties and obstacles, and still
provide space for their dreams? Can they
look to our leaders? These leaders who take
up so much of our spaces and places? Doug,
Donald, and Carney? It's like an episode of
Looney Tunes, and we've lost the remote to
change the channel. This, in a world marked,
and marred, by the six degrees of separation
from Jeffrey Epstein?

How is it possible to be hopeful?

BRIAN LOCKHART

Men from a culture
that regards women as
second-class people or
worse, and as property,
certainly won't fit into our
progressive society.

Which immigration person interviewed this
guy and determined that even though he has
an obvious hatred for women, he would be a
good fit in Quebec society?

This country has evolved over several hun-
dred years to become a modern and progres-
sive society.

The last thing we need is influence from
other areas that are stuck in the Middle Ages
and can’t or won’t move forward, still main-
taining the same culture from 1,000 years
ago.

The reference to making a young woman
his slave certainly says a lot about this guy
and the way he was raised.

There are now groups springing up across
the country who are opposed to seeing our
culture being attacked and want to preserve
our way of life.

| don’t blame them at all.

If the federal government won't or can’t pro-
tect our shores, then it is up to citizens to do
it for them.

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

any other great power
directly since 1953.
(Proxies are some-
times employed.) We
have been far more
successful that anyone
dared to hope in 1945. Even the number of
deaths in war have fallen in every decade
since then — until now.

The problem, | suspect, is generational
turnover. The generation who wrote the new
rules is long gone, but as recently as the
1990s | would regularly get lectured about
the importance of the ‘international rule of
law’ (code for the above rules) by diplomats
at both the State Department in Washington
and the Foreign Ministry in Moscow.

The general public was always hazy about
the rules that gave us this long peace, but
the people who ran the system continued to
understand what the basic deal was for sev-
eral more decades. However, | don't hear
these arguments any more. The line has
gone dead.

We set out to drain the swamp and we
made some progress, but now the alligators
are out in force and we have lost the plot.

Scissors and glue?
Really?

Here’s another way:

Robert Desnos was
a Surrealist writer,
famous for his evocative imagination. Desnos
and a group of fellow prisoners were being
taken away from the concentration camp
where they were being held. Everybody
was aware that they were headed to the gas
chambers. Once they got off the truck, no one
could speak —even the guards. Eventually,
the silence is interrupted by a sprightly man,
who jumps into the line and grabs one of the
prisoners. Desnos reaches for the man’s
hand, and on a whim, reads the man’s palm.
He tells the man that he has a very long life-
line and that he’s going to have three children.
The man is jubilant; his excitement is infec-
tious. Desnos eventually reads everybody’s
palm. The mood has changed. The guards
are so disoriented by the sudden change that
they’re unable to go through with the execu-
tions. All the prisoners are put back onto the
truck and taken back to the barracks. A stay
of execution? Perhaps, a story of elocution?

What if we could reframe the collective
dread that so many are feeling as ‘a collec-
tive failure of imagination’? If we saw it this
way, perhaps, we could imagine a new story,
a new future. Cut up the script that is being
forced upon us, and create something new,
something we all could look forward to wak-
ing up to each and every day?

Do you have your scissors handy?
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COMMUNITY VOICES

Monthly Message: Rethinking support for autistic youth, discovering their own path

April is Autism Awareness and Accep-
tance Month, a time not only to increase
understanding of autism, but to actively
embrace and support autistic individuals in
meaningful, individualized ways. For autis-
tic youth, thriving in a world that was not
designed with their needs in mind often re-
quires more than a single service or strategy.
It calls for wrap-around care: a collabora-
tive, flexible approach that meets each child
where they are.

At the heart of this approach is an essen-
tial truth: there is no one-size-fits-all therapy
program for autistic children. Autism is not
a singular experience. It is a spectrum, and
each child has a unique profile of strengths,
needs, communication styles, sensory pref-
erences, and ways of engaging with the
world. Because of this, supports must be
thoughtfully tailored to the individual, not
simply based on a diagnosis, but on the child
themselves.

It's also important to emphasize that
autism is not something that needs to be
“fixed.” Rather, supports exist to help autis-
tic youth navigate their environments, build
meaningful skills, and feel understood and
empowered.

Wrap-around care often includes a combi-
nation of services, each addressing different
aspects of a child’s development:

Occupational Therapy (OT) focuses on
helping children engage in everyday activ-
ities. For autistic youth, this might include
support with sensory processing, motor
skills, emotional regulation, and building in-
dependence in daily routines such as dress-
ing, eating, and participating in school tasks.
OTs often help children better understand
their sensory needs and develop strategies
to feel more regulated and comfortable in
their environments.

Speech-Language Therapy is not only
about verbal communication. It supports
a wide range of communication skills, in-
cluding nonverbal communication, social
communication, and alternative forms such
as AAC (augmentative and alternative com-
munication). The goal is to help each child
communicate in a way that works best for
them, not to force a single “correct” way of
speaking.

Psychotherapy can play a key role in sup-
porting emotional well-being and building
resilience. Many autistic youth experience

Sign up at

Wond é?’l'r

B
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» CHILD, ADOLESCENT, & FAMILY PRACTICE -

anxiety, overwhelm, or difficulty identifying
and expressing emotions. Therapy can help
build emotional awareness, coping strate-
gies, and self-advocacy skills. Importantly,
this support is most effective when it is neu-
roaffirming, respecting the child’s experi-
ences rather than trying to change who they
are, and supporting positive identity devel-
opment.

Parent Coaching is another critical piece
of wrap-around care. Raising an autistic
child often comes with unique questions,
challenges, and decisions. Parent coaching
helps caregivers understand their child’s
needs, navigate systems such as schools or
funding programs, and develop strategies
that align with their child’s profile. It also
provides a space for parents to feel support-
ed, validated, and empowered.

Support from other health, mental health,
and allied health professionals can be of util-
ity as well, such as pediatricians, dieticians,
resource consultants, physiotherapists,
massage therapists, nurse practitioners,
and more. Not every autistic child will need
all of these services, and that’s okay. Some
may benefit from one or two supports, while
others may require a broader team. The key
is flexibility and responsiveness. Support
should always be built around the child’s
strengths and needs.

Accessing these services can some-
times be challenging. There are a variety
of funding bodies and programs designed
to support autistic youth and their families,
helping make therapies more accessible in
schools and communities. However, many
community and OHIP-funded services come
with long waitlists, which can delay access
to care. This reality underscores the im-
portance of early planning, advocacy, and,
when possible, exploring multiple avenues

ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

of support. Working with a child’s school to
access in-school speech-language and occu-
pational therapy support is another avenue
families can explore.

WonderTree has a blog that lists addition-
al funding options for autistic youth (search
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ARTEMIS II.
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“Funding Options for Clinical Services &
Programs: A Guide for Families”).

Ultimately, wrap-around care is about cre-
ating a system of support that recognizes
and respects each child’s individuality. It is
about shifting away from rigid models and
toward compassionate, personalized care
that helps autistic youth not just cope, but
truly thrive.

At WonderTree, we are committed to pro-
viding multidisciplinary, individualized care
for children and youth. By bringing together
professionals across occupational therapy,
psychotherapy, medication management,
executive functioning coaching, parent
coaching, and more, we aim to support each
child and family in a way that is thoughtful,
collaborative, and tailored to their unique
journey.

OF CRATERS
DOWN HERE!

Ontario @
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

SMALL
BUSINESS

BOOK KEEPING

Headwaters
Bookkeeping Services

Janet Nieuwenhuis

519-940-2488
janetsbookkeeping@bell.net

« Accounting * Bookkeeping + Income Taxes

Headwaters
Bookkeeping Services

Bert Nieuwenhuis

519-940-2488
bert.hbs@bell.net

A N v /i,
Certified Personal Tax Practitioner

We prepare simple tax returns to more complex.
Rental properties, investments, pension income splitting,
business income tax returns, employment expenses and more.
We can also help if you're behind and need to get caught up.

CENTRAL VACUUM

MAPLE VAC ¢35

? 2414 Major Mackenzie Dr., Vaughan

. CENTRAL VACUUM PROBLEMS?

We will come to you and fix it fast.

el

%

Are you experiencing any of the following?

* ! Loud or unusual noise
“4 Burning or electrical smell

[

© Low or no suction
4 Won't power on/off

SC&N ME)
=

# In-home service by trusted technicians B All makes & models
¥ Family-owned and operated for 30+ years

A Proudly serving Vaughan « Aurora * King * Caledon

TOPMAX
Cleaning
wmmw Services
RELIABLE PROVIDERS

Our Services: OFFICE « MEDICAL e DAYCARE
COMMERCIAL  JANITORIAL

647 333 3760

topmaxcleaning.com

Call for a

ESTIMATE

i 1! \
J CLEANING SERVICES '

Residential & Commercial
Move-in & Move-out
Post Construction & Renovation

647.646.4700 * info@radiumcleaners.ca ® radiumcleaners.ca

CONCRETE

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

DO NOT REPLACE

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost
Of Replacement

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

T T T T

1Y =

REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL!

SIN CON @5

Construction & Concrete

YEARS

EXPERIENCE
CONCRETE - WATERPROOFING - DECKS - FENCES
SOD - INTERLOCK/FLAGSTONE - ASPHALT - SEALING
CALL FRANK TODAY

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 418_272_0343

N RN

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS NEW
‘AND RECONDITIONED

__ DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED

POT HOLES FIXED
NOT JUST FILLED

" CULVERT INSTALLATION
NATURAL STONEWORK
RETAINING WALLS

- SPECIALTY GRADING
© AND EXCAVATING

NEW PARKING AREAS
DITCHING

SKID STEER/EXCAVATOR
SERVICES

FLOATING SERVICES

SPECIALIZING IN RECYCLED ASPHALT

Contact us today for a free quote 416 931 3358
northterrain.ca northterrain@gmail.com northterraingraveldriveways

EAVESTROUGHS

GUTTER
PROS

ONTARIO LTD.

* SEAMLESS EAVESTROUGH e SOFFIT ¢ FASCIA e SIDING
* EAVESTROUGH CLEANING ¢ LEAFCOVERS
WE DO WORK ON ALL PROJECT SIZES, BIG OR SMALL

641-090-4881 Eriin

Call or Text Ralph to request your FREE ESTIMATE. nlscn““T
EXTERIOR STUCCO

D@AD stucco

EXTERIORS

. Custom Homes Renovations
* Repairs/Replacements
* Licensed and Insured * 25+ Years Experience
Phone: 416-989-0417 Email: info@padexteriors.ca

www.padexteriors.ca
Servicing the GTA & Southern Ontario

FINANCIAL SERVICES

§TARVIEW

NCIALIL ADY
starviewfinancial.com

Providing comprehensive financial planning and independent
investment and insurance advice to families and businesses.

ISORES

Terry Sullivan, BSc (Agr), CFP
Trevor Pugh, BSc (Eng), CFP

Jennifer Roblin, CPA, CGA
519-941-4813
888-820-9426 « info@starviewfinancial.com

starviewfinancial.com
n @starviewfinancial

P4 KEYBASE

. FINANCIAL GROUP
keybase.com

Keybase Financial Group
is @ mutual fund dealer
regulated by the MFDA

P FJOHNSON CPA

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

245 BROADWAY, ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO L9W IK6
TELEPHONE: (519) 941-3921 FAX: 941-7050

EMAIL: pjohnson@pfjohnsoncpa.ca

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

ALL-MONT LTD.

GARAGE DOOR
EXPERTS

' Broken Spnng ~

EJ GARAGA

Garage Doors
Every detail guaranteed.

Broken Cable . -

Visit our showroom at
48 Centennial Road, Unit #20, Orangeville

519-942-1956 « 1-800-957-5865

www.allmontdoors.com

@ WATTS GRAPHICS
\y From Concept to Creation

Your Local Print
:149.00-= & Brand Specialist!

Business Start-Up Special
Logo + 500 Printed Business Cards*

* call for details

wattsgraphics.net 519.217.4900 shelburne

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

Licensed Master
Electrician
ECRA 7005257

25+ years experience.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

¢ Roof/Eavestrough Repairs

¢ Interior Maintenance
& Installations

¢ Lighting for Home Security
¢ Electrical Services
¢ Electrical Vehicle EV Charger

Reeping Senions
n thein Fomes

reliantpropertyinc@gmail.com

Reliant Property Services Inc.
Mark ¢ 416-738-6270 ¢ relianthandyman.ca

HOME RENOVATIONS

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations - Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992
HOME RENOVATIONS

TILE INSTALLS &
BATHROOM RENOS

SPRING TILE & BATH DEALS
AFFORDABLE - RELIABLE - LOCAL
BACKSPLASH PROMO STARTING AT $499+HST

416-881-2371
EMAIL: LUIGI@DDESIGNSLTD.COM

ADVERTISING
LOCALLY WORKS!
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COBBLESTONE

LANDSCAPING & CONSTRUCTION INC.

Residential & Commercial | Serving Caledon/King
&areas since 1994!

Call Us Today for
1 Quality Worksmanship
From the Ground Up!

" Inferlock
Retaining Walls
Flagsfone

#| Natural & Stone Sfeps

& Pool Resforation
Cusfom Fencing
Property Maintenance
Grading & Sodding
Complete In-Ground
Pool Installations

® 905-880-4988 CALEDON
@ cobblestonepools@gmail.com

HOLLAND

CHIMNEY & MASONRY
OVER FULLY
27 YEARS LICENCED
~ EXPERIENCE & INSURED
y Repair or Rebuild ¢ Brick and Block Work e
And all your Masonry Restoration needs

CENTRES

i 211 Main St. E, Shelburne, ON ¢ L9V 3K4
VALKO FINANCIAL LTD. Lic: 13047 %" Main St & Shelbume, Qb < Loy oK

519-925-6700

Carol Freeman ., 2loosace1s

Mortgage Broker

thefreemanmortgagegroup @gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

Michael Speck
MORTGAGE AGENT LEVEL 1
M26000213

Michael@mortgageville.ca

905 586 1371
www.mortgageville.ca M Mortgageville
FSRA 13693 Independently Owned and Cperated

BAO
Organized by Lexie

i~ B Need help organizing your space?
- c:._— = [l
== l!  Need help packing or unpacking?
P PP 9 P g
=W e
. Closets ¥ Offices ¢ Bedrooms ¢ Basements
:“—é’ i Garages ¢ Kitchens ¢ and More!

416-902-3041 ¢ lexie_0798@hotmail.com ¢ @ organizedbylexie

PAINTING

SERVICES

* HOUSE PAINTING
SERVICES

* FLOORING
INSTALLATION

* BASE BOARD/
TRIM INSTALLATION

* REPLACE TOILETS

* TV MOUNTING

* FENCE REPAIR

e SHED BUILDING

MJ PAINTING

MWILAJERRY@GMAIL.COM e 647.985.8071

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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To advertise, call Caledon at (905) 857-6626 or
Orangeville at (519) 941-2230

00
s

* Shingles, Flat, Aluminum * Repair/Replacement
* Licenced & Insured * 20 Years Experience
* Financing Available

905 252-7767
www.TheRoofingPros.ca

{U|||| .I Serving Caledon, including Bolton,
* =)l  Caledon East, Caledon Village,
ROOFING PROS Palgrave, and surrounding areas.

Residential & C.

» AT '
“I—= SPANO PAVING
L Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,
spanopavingltd.com Parking Lots & Repairs
COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

008-303-8803 o 1-877-303-8803

SPEGIALIZING IN:

o ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS
« PARKING LOTS

o EXPOSED AGGREGATE
o GONGRETE DRIVEWAYS

FREE ESTIMATES

W G NS
N
ﬁq 7 . 8 2 2 . 5 3 2 3 S A g0 B_'_PP

NEED A NEW R0.0E? CALL TODAY!

9085-757-7663

FREE ESTIMATES

CAIRNS

ROOFING

SERVICES LTD

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED
LOCALLY FOR
OVER 50 YEARS

THE|LOOK|YOU WANT,
ON YOU NEED

3{0)

Proudly Serving Caledon, King and Su

B Before SAfter, |

WE SPECIALIZE IN THE SEALING OF

Asphalt ¢ Interlock  Concrete  Patios  Walkways ® Flagstone
Jewelstone e Residential ¢ Commercial © Industrial
Power Washing Services ¢ All Natural Stone Sealing ¢ Deck Sealing
Concrete Crack Repairs ¢ Pattern Concrete Sealing ® Metallic Epoxy

APPLICATION OF EPOXY ON GARAGE FLOORS KEEPS YOUR
CONCRETE FLOORS NEW WITH AN EPOXY FINISH
Protects Floor e Dust Free e Very Durable ¢ Stain-Free e Cleans Easy

=SEALRTHEIDEAES

CalllPETERYat[6 417292276 8i72:
wwwipandssealzallfca

PLUMBING

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL . INDUSTRIAL
FREE ESTIMATES ° FULLY INSURED * REFERENCES AVAILABLE

m @iu-oh-[.c o Malarkeey Certairifeed c;ﬁ'.;al Wl KRR

£

The
Piumbing p TRANSPORT
GuUy-. INTERNATIONAL

[ 22~ emencency pesponse N ] ]

Residential & Commercial
Locally Owned & Operated.
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

+ Complete Bathroom Renovations

* Plumbing Rough-ns « Pumps
* Flooring * Toilets & Faucets
* Service & Repairs
* UV Lights & Filters
* Sewer Cameras & Drain Cleaning

Specialized Transportation Professionals
Flatbeds Drop Decks Roll Tight Trailers Float Service

* Hot Water Tanks, Pressure Tanks,
Water Softeners

Reefer Service  Oversize Load Service
647-228-1999 For Your Transportation Needs
SUPPORTlNG Email: chris@sstransport.ca
www.theplumbingguy.ca A LOCAL TREE SERVICES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE! BUSlNESS

FREE QUOTE

Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Tree, shrub,
and hedge pruning

Full clean up and disposal
Fully insured
Free Wood and Free

GODON

TREE CARE SERVICES
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

ADVERTISING

]

CALL ERIN ORVICKI FOR MORE DETAILS.

519-878-4761

godontreecare @gmail.com
www.godontreecare.com

Wood chips
Isa certified Arborist

Offering arborist reports -
tree permit applications

(aledonCitizen

905.857.6626
VILLE CITIZEN

519.941.2230

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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New season of Inglewood Ball Hockey to benefit Bethell Hospice

Written By RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

As the Inglewood Ball Hockey League
(IBHL) enters its 39th season, it’s looking to
support the community that has hosted its
organization for decades.

This season, all profits from IBHL mer-
chandise, and a partnership with TUFF
Hockey, will go towards Bethell Hospice.

The IBHL began in 1987 as a pickup hock-
ey league run by brothers Brian and Robert
Dunn.

Ten years later, the IBHL organized into
an official league.

Players across Caledon have come togeth-
er in teams to play in the league for decades
and have been having fun ever since.

Brian Dunn, owner and one of the league’s
Founders, explained that each year they like
to give back to their community in numer-
ous ways, whether it’s been through dona-
tions to local hockey teams or donations to
Bethell Hospice.

This year, he thought, “Let’s see if we can
do it a little bit bigger and better.”

For the 39th season, all proceeds from
IBHL merchandise, including caps, hoodies,
track pants, etc., will go directly to Bethell
Hospice as well as all money raised from
player fines throughout the season.

Dunn also announced a partnership with
TUFF Hockey, where players can get $10 off
every TUFF Hockey stick with code IBHL,
and TUFF Hockey will donate $10 per stick
to Bethell Hospice, a donation the IBHL will
then match.

“This isn’t a project that I go out and make
money at, this is just something I do for the

community,” says Dunn.

Dunn grew up in Caledon and played mi-
nor hockey in Inglewood. He adds he’s al-
ways trying to give back locally.

For Dunn, it’s giving back to the commu-
nity that has supported them all these years.

They also aim to collaborate with local
sponsors and people from Caledon, in addi-
tion to their sponsors from across Canada
who are looking to support the team.

The league will donate the total amount
to Bethell Hospice at the end of its season,
after its last game in August.

Blaze breaks out at a Peel Public Works Bui

Written By RILEY MURPHY
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A fire broke out at a Peel Public Works
building located on King Street in Caledon
on the night of April 5.

Kealy Dedman, Commissioner of Public
Works, says that the fire broke out at 10:44
pm on the April 5, and Peel Region was in-
formed around midnight.

By 9:10 am the next day the fire was ex-
tinguished, and the property was subse-
quently released back to Peel Region.

“The cause of the fire and the extent of

the damage is currently being investigat-
ed,” says Dedman. “The building is used
primarily for road maintenance and oper-
ations so these functions will be provided
from Peel’s works yard in Brampton in the
short term.”

Dedman says that Peel Region is collab-
orating with the Town of Caledon Fire de-
partment.

A Town of Caledon Official says that
there have been no injuries reported and
there is no ongoing risk to the public.

They ask that residents and media avoid
the area to allow crews to continue their

NOW AVAILABLE AT

YOUR LOCAL
CONVENIENCE STORE

ding in Caledon,

work safely.

The official also says that the cause of the
fire is under investigation and the Ontario
Fire Marshal’s Office has been notified.

The Ontario Fire Marshal’s Office stated
to the Citizen that the Office of the Fire Mar-
shal did not investigate this occurrence.

Caledon OPP says that during the inci-
dent their involvement was to assist with
traffic control as Caledon Fire and Emer-
gency Services worked to extinguish the
fire.

C(} CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Please join us in celebrating the
wonderful life of

LOIS JEANNETTE HAND
(BARTON)
Drop in on Sunday April 19, 2026

between 1-3pm at the Horning’s
Mills Community Hall.

|~

i

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Paul Gordon Norton

Saturday April 18, 2026
1:00 - 4:00pm
Royal Canadian Legion
490 Ontario Street, Collingwood

Please come and share
Paul’s story with us!

no injuries reported

“At this time, we have not been engaged
to assist with the investigation,” says Cale-
don OPP.

() OBITUARIES

EUGENE LAMMERDING

Eugene Lammerding,
born November 8th 1953 [WEES
sadly passed away March S8
27th 2026 at age of 72,
surrounded by family, §8
leaving behind a life
shaped by hard work, quiet
creativity, and care for
those closest to him.

He will be deeply missed | &
by his children, Cassandra |
Smith (Trevor), Alexander &
Lammerding (Katie), and
Dayna Lammerding (Dave), and his -

five granddaughters, Parker, Hailey,

Abbie, Elena and Riley. He is also v
remembered by the mother of his children Birgit
Lammerding and close friend Beverley Frank.

He was brother to Anna Lammerding, Ewald
Lammerding (Traci), Patricia Lammerding (Ken),
Barb Wright, and son of the late Ewald and Emma
Lammerding.

A lifelong farmer, contractor, and engineer at heart,
Eugene had an intuitive understanding of how things
worked and how to improve them. A creative and
thoughtful problem-solver, he was always building,
fixing, or imagining something new. He will be dearly
missed.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers donations to Southlake Cancer Centre
are appreciated.

GIVE US A CALL
519-941-8254
FIND US ONLINE
www.fixauto.com

199 C-Line
Orangeville

(Across from
the local OPP
station)

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICES

'BRACKETT

Auto Group

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

BENEFITS

CPO certified manufacturer

limited warranty
150+ point inspection
(C 24/7 roadside assistance

¥y 30-days / 2,500 km
Exchange privilege

OVER

350

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES IN-STOCK

WacWaster
) e oo

Orangeville

@

Orangeville
Volkswagen

To advertise, call

4

BORA
.. TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

Servicing the
Caledon, Dufferin,
New Tecumseth,

MEADOWOOD

TREE SERVICE INC

King and
Adjala Tosorontio

Areas for over

CALLERIN ORV

ADVERTISING

]

JICKIFOR MORE DETAILS

(aledon(itizen
905.857.6626

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

519.941.2230

SAVING TREES FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

e Plant health care strategies for insect and disease management
e Tree and shrub pruning e Tree Removal ® Consulting
e Plant health care soil and nutrient management
for trees and shrubs
 Tree preservation and conservation strategies

Steve Lang, ALT, I.S.A. Certified Arborist, ON-0324

Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, Oak Wilt Qualified-Ontario  Butternut Health Expert (BHE) #643

900.936.1179

stevelang@meatlowoodtreeservice.ca
www.meadowootdtreeservice.ca

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

28 years.

WATER

Caledon at (905) 857-6626 or
Orangeville at (519) 941-2230

[ _TREESERVICES TREE SERVICES

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

WATER WELLS
www.wellpump.ca

flow,*

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

519-941-8092
905-838-0408
1.888.927.FLOW (3569)

8‘? Ontario

SOLUTIONS

Lic by M.O.E.

well pumps » pressure systems » water treatment systems
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
nuclear facilities

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building the first small
modular reactors in the G7, and the first large-scale nuclear
facilities in decades. Creating 150,000 new jobs.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O t -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n a r I o
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OPEN T0 THE PUBLIC

Mon. to Sat. & Holiday Mondays
473051 County Rd. 11, Orangeville
519-943-0101
NOW ACCEPTING EWASTE AT NO CHARGE.
WE BUY SCRAP METAL.

GMEC U5

ELITE

- Sales/Service/Parts Discounts
-Work-ready Loaner Vehicles

- 24 Hour Roadside Assistance

- On-Site Pickup and Delivery

- Extended Priority Hours

- Courtesy Transportation

- Dedicated Account Representative

Contact Chad Soper, Your Business Elite Account Representative
for more details by email to chadsoper®macmastergm.com

www.macmastergm.com
519.941.1360

HELP WANTED

Shelburne N ow
= HIRING
building centre

COME JOIN OUR HOME TEAM

Accounts Receivable Administrator
FULL-TIME ($20.00-$25.00 per hour)

JOB DESCRIPTION:

The Accounts Receivable Administrator performs clerical and/or bookkeeping functions in the store.
Responsibilities include maintaining records of receivables, preparing monthly statements, sending collections
letters, tabulating sales records, etc. They may also work on special projects and additional duties as assigned
by management. Administrative persons must perform all functions assigned to them with sufficient speed and
accuracy to support store efficiency and a high level of customer service.

DUTIES / RESPONSIBILITIES:

-Balance cash on hand, floats and all daily records and prepare daily deposits.

«Process invoices and credits to charge customers and maintain accounts receivable records.

-Post and apply customer payments accurately

«Provide customers with accurate account information and balances in a timely manner.

-Prepare monthly statements and email/mail them to charge customers

-Monitor the aging of accounts and submit weekly status reports to the Dealer-Owner/Management

«Send collection letters by email and/or follow-up on delinquent accounts by telephone.

«Report accounts that should be denied credit to management, customer service associates and cashiers in
accordance with company policy.

+Notify customers promptly when credit privileges are to be suspended/terminated.

«Follow legal, effective collection techniques, keeping delinquent accounts to a minimum.

-Answer incoming accounting related telephone calls.

-Maintain professional confidentiality of all store and customer records.

+Order office/store supplies in a timely manner.

«Work on additional duties and assignments as assigned by management.

QUALIFICATIONS:

«Minimum 3 years Accounting/Bookkeeping experience

«College diploma in business administration/accounting an asset.

+Ability to work co-operatively in a team environment.

+Ability to communicate effectively with management, co-workers, and the public at large in person, over the public
address system, and by telephone.

«Proficient with Microsoft Office (Word, Excel and Outlook)

BENEFITS:

«Competitive Wage

-Offer Extended Health Care Benefits (incl Health/Dental/Vision, Life, LTD)
+RSP/DPSP Plan

«Excellent Employee Discount Program & Company Events

«Annual Reviews

-Health and Safety Training

Interested applicants, please submit your resume to:
julie.gate@homehardware.ca

725 Steeles Street, SHELBURNE 519-925-3991

homehardware.ca/en/store/10071

Call Caledon at 905-857-6626
or Orangeville at 519-941-2230 to advertise.

ARFA WIDE

ULASSIFIEDS

| wes
PROVIDED BY

sente>

DATA COMMUNICATIONS .
Prowdmg Internet service and
support since 1994.

Get Connected. Contact us:
www.sentex.ca 888-4-SENTEX

HOSTING

JOIN OUR TEAM

e Electrical Assembler

¢ Propane Technician

e Highway Cargo
Tanker Repair

e Decal/ Wrap Specialist

¢ Welder — Fabricator

e Hydraulic Technician

e Assistant Shop Foreman
e Shipping & Receiving

¢ Pluming Assembler

e Licensed Mechanic 310T e Welder — Pipefitter
¢ Bodyman

e General labour

@ W

www.dependable ca

Applying method: In Person at
275 Clarence Street, Brampton L6W 3R3

iy Home NOW
buildil;-lirgz\l’gﬁ H I R I N G

COME JOIN OUR HOME TEAM

DZ Hitch Hiker Driver

Seeking a responsible DZ driver to safely operate various vehicles and equipment
for local and regional deliveries to jobsites.
-Strong communication and problem-solving skills required
-Customer service oriented
-Commitment to road and jobsite safety
-A valid DZ license is required

G Class Driver and Yard Worker
Looking for a reliable and hardworking yard worker/driver to maintain/organize the yard.
-Strong communication skills
-Able to work effectively in a group or individually
-Valid G class license required
-Forklift experience an asset

Shelburne

Customer Service
Looking for a customer service representative with knowledge
of lumber and building supplies.
-Reliable and hardworking
-Customer service oriented
-Strong verbal/written communication skills
-Computer proficient
1 year customer service experience preferred

Customer Service — Summer Student
Looking for a summer student interested in learning about lumber,
building supplies, and customer service.
-Dependable and hardworking
-Eager to learn
-Good communication skills
-Computer proficient
-Opportunity for employment growth

If you are interested in joining our team please submit your resume to
ross.fines@homehardware.ca.

725 Steeles Street, SHELBURNE 519-925-3991

homehardware.ca/en/store/10071

. ARTICLES WANTED

J |

O]~ |oWm
T |H|—|>» |

NORM'S
ANTIQUES

We Buy and Sell Antigues,
Memorabilia and Estates

SPECIALIZING IN:

- Antique Oak, Pine, & Teak
Furniture (1900s)

- Advertising & Memorabilia
IMMEDIATE - English Fine Bone China &
CASH! Fancy Teacups
Contact Norm - 0ld Collectible Toys
with your photos! - Sterling Silver & Jewellery

When you buy from a small business
you’re not helping a C.E.O buy a
3rd holiday home, you are helping a little
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on
the table, a family pay a mortgage
or a student

Normsantiques@gmail.com

703 1107
i i

111 WANTED !

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

905

@wméd o1 dhovping local!
rentg
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

THE GIFT OF LIFE: Green ribbons are hanging throughout downtown Orangeville for Or-
gan and Tissue Donor Awareness Month, which is marked every April, as well as Green
Shirt Day, celebrated on April 7. The green ribbons symbolize hope, generosity and the
power of giving the gift of life through organ or tissue donation.

PLAYING TODAY’S BEST
AND YESTERDAY’S FAVOURITES

FM 101 1/||I|/I ORANGEVILLE
it

FM 92 SOUTH SIMCOE

FM 101 MILTON

FM 102 BOLTON

LISTEN LIVE ON

Magic is 7 years old and head of the greeting

committee. He loves to get his pets and runs to
meet the volunteers. Magic is very playful and
will spend hours with a wand toy. This handsome
stud has a best buddy Rufus, who although isn’t
as outgoing, also loves his pets (yes you can
adopt both!).

Magic is neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
flea treated and vaccinated.
Adoption price: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

THE ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN
HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AND IN PRINT
EVERY THURSDAY.

Ol{f\;VGE\“'llJLE
CITIZEN

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

10 First St, Orangeville
519-941-2230 - citizen.on.ca
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AUCTIONS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

APR 10TH - Antiques, Collectible and Quality Household ltems
APR 17TH - Canvas, Carvings and Keepsakes
APR 24TH - The Springtime Tool & Equipment Sale
MAY 1ST -The Locked & Loaded - Handgun Auction
MAY 8TH - May 8th — Toys, Toys and more Toys.
MAY 15TH - Strike It Rich: The Coins & Currency Auction
MAY 26TH - 30TH - Straight Shooter Sale
JUN 12TH - Antiques and Collectibles Auction
JUN 26TH - available
JULY 10TH - Tools (?)
JULY 17TH - Coins (?)
AUG 7TH - Gas and Oil
AUG 18TH-22ND - Straight Shooter Sale

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

4

McArt

BOOK YOUR

ur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 « Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

e~

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM CONDO
at the Bromount Place,
8 Fead St, Orangeuville.
Available May 1st. Call
519-941-0375.

LARGE BACHELOR
APARTMENT in Palgrave
for rent. Walkout on stone
patio overlooking pond.
Parking, full kitchen and
3 piece bath. Clean and
bright. Available immedi-
ately. $1300/month. First
and last upfront. If inter-
ested text 416-708-7758
and | can send pics.

CLEANING

COMMERCIAL AND RES-
IDENTIAL CLEANER. Re-
liable Cleaning Services in
Caledon. Weekly, bi-week-
ly, monthly at good rates.
Twelve years experience.
Call Kim for an appoint-
ment 647-739-2481

VEHICLES WANTED

SCRAP CAR DISPOS-
AL — CASH PAID for Cars,
Trucks, Vans — Big or Small.
Call Joe at 647-294-2796.

WE PAY CASH for Scrap
Vehicles - any size. We also
buy constructionand , equip-
ment. Open 7 days a week.
Call 905-859-0817 (Peter).

ARTICLES WANTED

BUYING VINYL RE-
CORDS - STEREO - 45’s.
Cash forantiques and collect-
ibles-stamp-coins. Call James
at 416-569-9976.

PLEASE
RECYCLE

THIS NEWSPAPER!

RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES & REPAIRS

HANDYMAN SERVICES -
Providing an extra pair of help-
ing hands in the Orangeville
area. No job too big or too
small. One man and a truck
services along with residential
seasonal lawn maintenance
also available. All jobs wel-
come. $25/hr. Call 519-447-
7550.

HOME RENOVATIONS -
kitchen/bathrooms: tiles/
wood/vinyl floors: plumbing
/ painting / stain / drywall:
outdoor repairs — fences,
decks. Call Alex at 519-938-
7727.

ROM MASONRY - Based
in Nobleton. We do big or
small jobs. Chimneys, win-
dow sills, walls etc. All work
guaranteed. Free estimates,
seniors discount. Call Spen-
cerat 647-542-0559.

SERVICES

TREE PRUNING and RE-
MOVAL as well as minor land-
scaping. Free estimates. 20+
years experience. Call Russ
at 416-802-9180.

YARD MAINTENANCE -
PROPERTY CLEAN UP &
REPAIR. Anything from lawn
care to pruning, small con-
struction. Reliable equipment
and extensive experience.,
Call Cliff 519-546-8833.

The LORD DUFFERIN
CHAPTER IODE holds their
meetings at the Lord Dufferin
Centre on the 4th Tuesday of
every month. We are looking
for women who would like to
help in the Community. Call
519-941-1865.

SERVICES

IFYOU WANT to keep drink-
ing, that's your business. IF
YOU WANT to stop drinking,
that's our business. Call Alco-
holics Anonymous Hot Line,
1-866-715-0005. www.aan-
orthhaltonerin.org.

DRUG PROBLEM? We've
been there, we can help!
Please referto georgianheart-
landna.org for a complete
list of Narcotics Anonymous
meetings. Call anytime 519-
215-0761.

AREYOU A WOMAN living
with abuse? For safety, emer-
gency shelter, and counsel-
ling call Family Transition
Place, (519)941-HELP or
1-800-265-9178.

FOR INFORMATION regard-
ing HEART and STROKE,
call Dori Ebel (519)941-1865
or 1-800-360-1557.

IF YOU ora FAMILY MEM-
BER are struggling with gam-
bling, Gamblers Anonymous
isthere to HELP. Call: 1(855)
222-5542 or visit www.gato-
ronto.ca.

ALZHEIMER SUPPORT
GROUPS meet monthly for
spousal &family support. Call
(519) 941-1221.

ORANGEVILLE OVER
65 — Singles Social Club.
A place to meet and make
new friends. We meet every
Thursday at 5:30 pm. Many
activities. For information call
Betty 519-942-3090 or text
Janetat 519-216-3249.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!
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When you buy from a small business
you're not helping a C.E.O buy a
3rd holiday home, you are helping a little
girl get dance lessons, a little boy get his
team jersey, a mom or dad put food on
the table, a family pay a mortgage
or a student
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BACK TO OUR

LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR*

*Lowest price of the year is based on 2026 to date

INCREDIBLE

Chicken

Strips shog

Also available, \ ﬁ

Cheesy Nacho Chicken trlp )
680 ¢ $16.99 SA= S,

-Fully Cooked
Chicken Wings sso¢

Choose from 8 varieties.

2t 50*OFF

Regular price $14.99 each

“ Mozzarella Sticks
é 15-21 PIECES 454 ¢

Bisro Chi?lé’?l“" 114¢ - Stuffed Breaded Chlcken 128

Choose from: Choose from:
« Ricotta & Spinach - Swiss « Broccoli and Cheese « Kiev - Parmesan - Swiss

N Jalapeno
Dessert-Bar Cheese Sticks

Variety Pack ¢s¢

Chicken Nuggets®™ _ | > Supreme_l-llgmestyle‘l
33-40 PIECES 907 ¢ : MeatL'oaf 6oos

DON'T WAIT. GRILL 1799

7
Chedda o =
&Bacon:

4 BURGERS : AT .

X1708/6 07 = Pot Pies
2258-250¢
2 Varieties

e ; ime i Is Bee ooy
Burgers§. - i Ra [y y i€ e, Chicken
6 BURGERS - ‘ el ¢ : -

Pink Salmonj

in Sauce
1428

Medlterranean Style i & < Chicken Dumplmgs
Chlcken&Rlcea 2 3k F « AW JREN and Noodles

Alsojavailable, > Korean Style BeefiNoodles'- Chicken Burrito Bowl|
+|Italian'Style'Sausage and/Penne - Chicken Carbonara $8.99/each/SALE

Mini Bacon
Chicken Wrapped

4 PIECESx142¢/50:  Chicken Fillet
14 PIECES 238¢

'_rankfurters Montreal ‘Z=
18PIECES1k¢ Smoked Meat”
2 POUCHES x 2008

17°°
Philly 4
Beef Stea

acon Wrapped

| pﬁo Shooters®

B¥Boneless Rib Style Sausages -
A4 Pork Cutlettes” -9 BIECES S0l

6 PIECES 680 ¢

Scallﬁ) Medallions

’/ 9-13 PIECES 300

1099

Cheesy Pizza Rolls;_ ,
8PIECES460g |

. Also available,
: 1999 Pepperoni Pizza Rolls

Y . 8PIECES 460 ¢ $10.99 SAVE $2
ini Pepperoni .

17-28 PIECES 680 ¢

Pizzas 999 Chocolate Chi gCo kie
16 PIZZAS 17kg 8 Mini Fllled Donuts Mm Sandwiches

6 PIECES 216 8 PIECES 184 ¢ 6 SANDWICHES 600 mL

- Flatbread:
4608 -515¢
4 Varieties

SAMPLING EVENT (& -

his icon
FRIDAY, APRIL 10 - SATURDAY, APRIL 11 for tems
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Y samplea.

Full schedule for sampling can be found on our website mmfoodmarket.com.

BNl Setuu il PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980

or go to mmfoodmarket.com

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, APRIL 9 TO WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products within this flyer are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers.
Special pricing and promotions are not valid at M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores, as they offer a limited range of products. We reserve the right to correct any errors.
©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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