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Mansfield Cubs claim 2018 NDBL Junior title

By Brian Lockhart
After a stellar season that saw them lose only two games, the Mansfield Junior Cubs claimed the 2018 North Dufferin Baseball
League championship title with an 8-4 win over the Ivy Blues in game three of the final series. The final game got underway on
Thursday, August 23, in Lisle.
The Cubs were leading the series 2-0 after taking an 11-3 win in game one in Mansfield then following up with an 11-0 win in the
second game of the best-of-five event.
?It was fun, it was exciting, it was a good time,? said Cubs catcher Ryan McLean of playing in the final series. ?We had to approach
the series as if we were down by two. That way we don't let up on the gas pedal. We want to keep accelerating and drive through so
we can catch another win.
This is the third year in a row the Cubs have gone to the championship final and the second consecutive season the have come out on
top.
?I think the biggest highlight of our season was getting to the final at the provincials,? said Coach Dave Metz after Thursday's win.
?The competition was so good, so many close games, so many comebacks. We have a lot of third year players that are really good.
We're at this stage were everybody is going to move on but it gives you a chance were everybody is really at their best. Tonight, the
five runs in the sixth inning ? all of that was with two outs. That's baseball.?
This was the 37th time the NDBL had a junior championship. The juniors started playing in 1983, with a five year gap from 2000 to
2005 were there was no junior division.
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